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Women in the War Work Force

16.4 million served in the
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How We Fight

Families in Wartime

4 marriage
— at least 1 million more people married between 1940-
1943 than expected without war
— marrying younger (20.3 years median age for women)
— rise in divorce rate 16/100 10 1940/ t0:27/100)1n 1944
# childcare
— War Manpower Commission estimated 2 million
children needed childeare
— Bederally funded day-cane centers served 600.000;
children

— Sk increase in juvenile delinquenc

War as Third New Deal?

Military Expenditures and
the National Debt, 1929-1945

¢ Priming the Pump
or fiscal activism
— Federall budget
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Blurring but
persistent
distinctions

pink collar and blue collar
unequal earnings $31.21/y
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Women in the Military

men
served primarily as
nurses and' clerical
WOrkers

% 350,000 womeni served
i WA= regular
military; status




Challenging and
reinforcing
boundaries

¢ Can one be a Lz
in combat situations
— viewed as substitutes for men
— limited promot

y and a Soldier?

# racial segregation/cxclusion
# Sexual regulation

ided withicontraceptives
— Screening for Iesbianism
# Sexual Opportunitics

Long-term impact of
War World II on Gender Roles?

¢ Women as reserve labor army.

issal rate after the war

WASP (Women’s Airl

— return to sex-typed work

# continued involvement of older, married w
labor force after the war
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