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Current Position
Assistant Professor of Italian, Department of French and Italian 
The Ohio State University      September 2004 – present
Affiliated with Comparative Studies, the Center for Medieval 
and Renaissance Studies, the Center for the Study of Religion
Visiting Professorships:

Visiting Assistant Professor, Stanford University, Fall 2008

Education
Ph.D.  Italian, Stanford University, June 2004 

Dissertation title: “The Medieval Heart:  The Physiology, Poetics and Theology of the Heart in Thirteenth and Fourteenth-Century Italy”


Advisor:  Robert Harrison 

Readers:  Philippe Buc, Hans Ulrich Gumbrecht, Carolyn Springer, 
    Jeffrey Schnapp

B.A.  Literary Studies, Middlebury College, 1998

Minor in Italian 
Publications
Books:

The Medieval Heart.  New Haven: Yale University Press, 2010.  
Available March 1, 2010
http://yalepress.yale.edu/yupbooks/book.asp?isbn=9780300153934
Articles and Book Chapters:
“‘Lacrime cordiali’: Catherine of Siena and the Value of Tears.” A Companion to Catherine of Siena.  Eds. George Ferzoco, Beverly Kienzle, Carolyn Muessig (Leiden:  Brill).  Forthcoming.  
“Paradiso 25:  Hope.” California Lectura Dantis: Paradiso.  Eds.  Allen Mandelbaum, Anthony Oldcorn, and Charles Ross (Berkeley: University of California Press).  Forthcoming. 

“Cardiosensory Impulses in Late Medieval Spirituality.”  Rethinking the Medieval Senses:  Heritage/Fascinations/Frames.  Eds. Stephen Nichols, Andreas Kablitz and Alison Calhoun (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008) 265-285.  
“Eliminating ‘The Gap’ through Curricular Innovation” with Janice Aski.  Teaching Italian and Italian Culture. Ed. Emanuele Occhipinti (Cambridge: Cambridge Scholars Press, 2008).
“Catherine of Siena’s Heart.” Speculum 80:3 (July 2005), 802-817.

“‘Per core un marmo’:  Dante’s Stone Cold Rhymes.” Dante Studies 121 (2003), 149-167.

“A Daughter Intervenes:  Parricide on Hold in Pirandello’s Il Fu Mattia Pascal.” Carte Italiane:  A Journal of Italian Studies 18 (Fall 2003), 10-24.
Reviews:


Olivia Holmes. Dante's Two Beloveds: Ethics and Erotics in the Divine Comedy (Yale University Press, 2008), Modern Philology (forthcoming). 
Winthrop Wetherbee. The Ancient Flame: Dante and the Poets (University of Notre Dame Press, 2008), Renaissance Quarterly. Vol. 62, No. 3. (1 September 2009), pp. 868-869.
Jennifer Margaret Fraser. Rite of Passage in the Narratives of Dante and Joyce 

(University Press of Florida, 2002), Italica 82:1 (Spring 2005), 126.  

In Progress:  

Book manuscript:  Beginnings and Ends of Life: Medieval Concepts, Contemporary Problems
Conference Papers and Panels
“The Politics of Plurality in Dante’s Political Thought”

American Association for Italian Studies Conference, New York, NY, May 7-10 2009.

“Dangerous Sanctity: Catherine of Siena’s Bad Example”
Society for Italian Studies Conference, Egham, U.K., April 16-18 2009.

“Contagion, Corruption and Collapse in Boccaccio’s Decameron.” 

AAIS Annual Conference, Taormina, Italy, May 22-25 2008.

“Penitence, not Politics: Fifteenth- and Sixteenth-Century Revisions of Catherine of Siena.” 

Renaissance Society of America Annual Meeting, Chicago, Illinois, 3-5 April 2008.  
“ ‘Lacrime cordiali’:  Catherine of Siena and the Value of Tears.”

42nd annual International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, Michigan, May 9-13, 2007.

“Tears of Death, Tears of Milk:  Theories on the Dangers and Uses of Weeping from Dante to Catherine of Siena.”  

AAIS Annual Conference, Colorado Springs, Colorado, May 3-6, 2007.
“Embryology in Paradiso 25.” 

41st annual International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, Michigan, May 4-7, 2006.

“Vital Heat:  Medical and Theological Distributions of Potency.”

Knowledge and Belief Fellows Conference and Reunion, Stanford Humanities Center, October 14-15, 2005.
“Arabic Medicine and Italian Mysticism:  The Case of Catherine of Siena.”  

80th Annual Medieval Academy of America Meeting, Miami Beach, Florida, 31 March – 2 April, 2005.

“Mary Moved:  Jacopo Passavanti’s Lo specchio della vera penitenza and 

Dante’s “visibile parlare.” 

40th annual International Congress on Medieval Studies, May 5-8, 2005.
“Spiritual Vision:  Seeing God in Dante’s Paradiso 33.”

Vision in the Middle Ages:  A Symposium, Stanford University, February 18, 2005.
“The Double-Gendered Heart.”

“Science, Literature and the Arts in the Medieval and Early Modern World” Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Binghamton University (SUNY) Interdisciplinary Conference, October 22-23, 2004.
Discussant at “The Vision Thing,” a colloquium at the Center for Advanced Study in the 
Behavioral Sciences at Stanford University, February 20-21, 2004.
“‘The Smell of My Own Blood’:  Saint Catherine of Siena’s Productive Heart” 

California Medieval History Seminar, November 8, 2003. 

“The Generative Powers of the Medieval Heart.” 

Stanford Humanities Center, November 4, 2003.
“Fitting Rhymes:  Dante’s Rivalry with Arnaut Daniel.” 

Berkeley-Stanford French Conference March 2003.
“Incorporating the ‘corps divergent’ in Proust’s A la Recherche du Temps Perdu.”  

Berkeley-Stanford French Conference April 2002.
Lectures by Invitation
"The Medieval Heart"

Cambridge, November 30, 2009.

"Dante's Cardiocentrism"

UCL, November 25, 2009.

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/italian/researchseminars
"Eaten Hearts in Dante and Boccaccio"
Leeds, November 20, 2009.

"Beginnings and Ends of Life: What Medieval Debates Can Teach the Future University" 

CRASSH, Cambridge, October 26, 2009.
http://www.crassh.cam.ac.uk/events/1079/
"Methodologies: The Medieval Heart"

Oxford, October 19, 2009.

"Dante in His World (And in Ours)"

 The Future of Dante Studies, The Annual Meeting of the Dante Society of America, Boston, MA, May 16, 2009.
“Is it Possible to Shape College Football Fan Culture?”

The Future of Sports; Stanford University, April 11-12, 2008.

“Dante’s Audacity of Hope”
Considering the Radiance: Dante’s Journey to Paradise; Stanford University, February 1, 2008.  
“The Battle for Hearts or Minds in Fourteenth-Century Italy:  How Religious and Secular 
Authorities Apportioned the Body Politic.”

Political Theologies: The Present of the Religious Past Colloquium, Stanford University, January 19-21, 2007.

“From Heart to Foot:  Locating the Center of the Body in Late Medieval Texts.”

A Faculty Colloquium, Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, The Ohio State University, December 2, 2005.

“Cardiosensory Impulses in Late Medieval Spirituality.”

The Third International Colloquium on the Medieval Senses, Johns Hopkins University and Stanford University in Florence, May 2004

“Boccaccio’s Decameron.” 

Guest lecture for Stanford’s Structured Liberal Education Program 

February 2003.
Fellowships and Awards
Overseas Visiting Scholarship, St. John's College, Cambridge University, Michaelmas Term 2009

Visiting Fellowship at the Centre for Research in the Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities at Cambridge University, Michaelmas Term 2009

Ohio State Grant for Research and Creative Activity in the Arts and Humanities, 
"Beginnings and Ends of Life in Medieval Italy," 2009

College of the Humanities Grant for the development of a GEC Cluster course, 2008

2007 Ohio State Alumni Award for Distinguished Teaching
Ohio State University Assistant Professors Research Fund 2004-2008
Stanford Humanities Center Geballe Dissertation Prize Fellowship 2003-2004

Mabelle McLeod Lewis Dissertation Fellowship (declined) 2003-2004

Charles Hall Grandgent Award, Dante Society of America, 2003

for Best Graduate Student Essay

Stanford Center for Teaching and Learning Teaching Excellence Award 2001

Division of Literatures, Cultures and Languages Graduate Fellowship, Stanford 

University, 1999-2003

Middlebury College:  Phi Beta Kappa, Gamma Kappa Alpha (Italian Honors)

Academic Service
Arts and Sciences Honors Committee 9/2009 - present

Advisory Committee, The Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies 1/2009 – present
Advisory Board, The Center for the Study of Religion, 2006-present
Rare Books and Manuscripts Advisory Committee, 10/07- present
Teaching, Technology, and Assessment Committee, 2008-present

Undergraduate Advising 9/04 – present

Italian Honors Advisor 1/06 – present

Italian Minors Advisor 9/07 - present

Undergraduate Studies Committee 9/04 - 2008
Graduate Teaching Assistant Selection Committee 9/04 - present

Curriculum and Scheduling Committee 9/04 – present

M.A. Exams Italian 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009
M.A. Exams Comparative Studies, 2006 

Ad hoc Committee on Faculty Research, 2006

Chair Review Committee 2006

Search Committee French Assistant Professor, 2007-2008

Search Committee Italian Assistant Professor, 2006-2007

Search Committee Italian Senior Lecturer, 2006-2007

Ad hoc Department Images Committee 2006
Other Professional Activities

Editorial Board, Dante Studies, August 2008 – present.

Advisory Board, “The World of Dante” hypermedia project, 2005-present.
Reader of Fellowship Applications, Stanford Humanities Center, 2006, 2007
Reader for Renaissance Quarterly, 2008 - present.
Conference and Colloquia Organization

“Apocalissi: Eschatological Imagination in Italian Culture from Dante to the Present” Co-organized with Pierpaolo Antonello (Cambridge) and Florian Mussgnug (UCL).  October 9-10 2009, CRASSH, Cambridge University.  Grants from British Academy and Imitatio.
http://www.crassh.cam.ac.uk/events/953/
Interviews
“The Heart,” with Robert Harrison's “Entitled Opinions” weekly radio talk show, October 21, 2008

website: http://www.stanford.edu/dept/fren-ital/opinions/
podcast: http://phobos.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=81415836
“Clare of Montefalco’s Heart,” with Sarah Iles Johnston, Center for the Study of Religion, The Ohio State University, July 9, 2008  

http://religion.osu.edu/news/csrpodcasts/
Teaching
The Ohio State University
Courses in Italian:

IT 621:  Dante: Focus on Purgatorio and Paradiso, Spring 2007 (graduates and advanced undergraduates), Spring 2009
IT 622:  Petrarch and Boccaccio, Spring 2006, Winter 2008 (for graduates and advanced undergraduates), Winter 2010
IT 625:  Italian Literature of the Renaissance, Winter 2005, Winter 2007 (for graduates and advanced undergraduates)


IT 202:  Elementary Conversation and Composition, Winter 2006 (undergraduate), WI 2009
IT 402:  Intermediate Italian Conversation and Composition, Winter 2005 (undergraduate)
IT 420:  Thematic Approaches to Modern Italian Literature:  Laughter, Autumn 2004 (undergraduate)
Visiting at Stanford University:
Fall 2008:  Dante, Boccaccio, Petrarca (in Italian)

In English (Ohio State):  


IT 732:  Renaissance Bodies: Sixteenth-century Italy and France, Spring 2008
IT 151:  Introduction to Italian Literature in its Cultural Context:  Middle Ages 

and Renaissance, Spring 2006, Spring 2007 (undergraduate), Winter 2008, Winter 

2009, Winter 2010
IT 251:  Dante in Translation, Winter 2006, Winter 2007 (undergraduate), Spring 2008, Spring 2009
IT 621:  Dante: Focus on Inferno, Autumn 2004 (for graduates and advanced undergraduates)
Theses Directed
“Interdiscursivity, Religious Myth and Claims to Truth in the Libro della Scala and the Commedia.” Elizabeth Coggeshall, M.A. Thesis in Comparative Studies, The Ohio State University, 2006.

“Tracing the Virgin Mary through Dante’s Divina Commedia” Sarah Parrott, M.A. Thesis in Italian, 2007.
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