From the Persian Wars to the Peloponnesian Wars, 461 to 404 BCE, or the Poleis vs. Empire and Democracy vs. Empire
I Athens, Persia, and Sparta: Relation between foreign and “domestic” policy


A Kleisthenes’ rise against aristocratic Isagoras supported by Sparta in 508 BCE 


B Athens’ request for Persian (under Darius) alliance against Sparta in 507 


C Rejection of Darius’ terms, & failure of Ionian revolt against Persia in 499

II The Persian Wars, 490-479 BCE 


A Historian: Herodotus, The Persian Wars

B Darius’s fleet-borne expedition in 490 & Athenian victory on plain of Marathon

 

1 192 Athenian dead vs. 6000 Persian dead (and 1st marathon)



2 Discovery of silver in Attica and Athenian decision to build up fleet


C Xerxes’ expeditions of 480-479 



1 Hellenic alliance under Sparta and defense of pass of Thermopolae, 480



2 Battle of Bay of Salamis, 480 



3 Spartan infantry victory in Plataea, 479

III Resumption of interrelated debate about foreign and domestic policy in Athens


A Formation of Delian League and Pursuit of Persia under Aristides, 479-460 



1 Terms of the League: “voluntary” contribution of triremes or tribute



2 Transfer of center to Athens, & development of League into “empire” 

B Formation of Peloponnesian League under Sparta 


C First Peloponnesian War against Sparta by Athens under Perikles, 460-445


D Culmination of democracy under Perikles, 462-431

IV Origin and course of the Peloponnesian War (431-404 BCE)


A Historian: Thucidydes, The Peloponnesian War 


B Casus belli: Athens vs. Corinth over colonies & league: Potidaea & Corcyra

C Causes of war

1 Spartan fear of “growth of the power the Athenians”



2 Conflict between democracy and aristocracy 


D Course of war and Perikles’ (unheeded) advice



1 Spartan invasion of Attica and the plague of 430



2 Athenian occupation of Pylos, 425



3 Spartan march (under Brasidas) into Thrace to Amphipolis, 424



4 Truce of 421-415, and Athenian conquest of Melos, 416



5 Athenian expedition to Sicily and violation of truce, 415



6 Athenian disaster in Sicily and alliance between Persia and Sparta, 413



7 Oligarchic coup (the 400) in Athens, 412-11



8 Final defeat of Athenian fleet, 404



E Coarsening of Athenian democracy in war (in account of Thucydides)



1 Perikles’ idyllic portrait of Athenian character at start of war

2 Moral effect of the plague



3 Debate between Kleon and Diodotus about punishment of Mitylene



4 Athenian-Melian dialogue before conquest of Melos

5 Pre-emptive war and the Athenian expedition to Sicily


F Deterioration of Spartan character and the alliance with Persia

