Forms of Reform: Papal Monarchy, Crusades, Monasticism, and Heresy

I    Reform Campaign against Lay Investiture as a Challenge to Feudal Power


A Core content of movement: against simony and for clerical celibacy

B Meaning of decree against “lay investiture”


C The Church’s need to control its own clergy in order to effect reform


D The Empire’s dependence on loyalty of ecclesiastical fiefs and vassals
II   The Gregorian Commitment of “Reform” to an Attempt at Papal Monarchy

A Gregorian moment: additional claims made by Gregory VII (Dictatus Papae)



1 Right of “universal” bishop (all other authority as delegated authority)



2 Right to depose emperors (in addition to excommunicating them)


B Subsequent assertion of papal power over the church



1 Curia, College of Cardinals, legates, churchmen everywhere 



2 Papal provision for all major benefices and right of appeal to Rome 


C Assertion of ecclesiastical power over the Empire and secular authority



1 Power to interfere in temporal affairs for “spiritual” reasons


2 Vicar of Christ, plenitudo potestatis, keys of kingdom, two swords



3 From 12th c.: A “spiritual” jurisdiction manned by ecclesiastical courts


D Height of papal spiritual & temporal power under Innocent III, 1198-1216 

III  The Attempt  to “Christianize” Feudal Society


A Gregorian moment: Gregory’s desire to aid Alexius Commenus 

B Urban II’s sermon in Clermont in 1095 & connection to “Peace of God”

C The crusades themselves


1 1st crusade, 1095-99: capture of Edessa, Antioch & Jerusalem



2 Failure of Second Crusade (1145-49) and Third Crusade (1189-92)

D The sanctification of knighthood: the vigil, the vows, communion, etc.

E Crusader origin of plenary indulgence

IV   Demotion and reluctant recognition of the autonomy of the secular world 


A The Challenge of sacral kingship


B Gregorian moment: Pro-papal theories of contractual origins of kingship

C Prohibition of clerical participation in the ordeal

V    The Route of Monastic Renunciation 


A Gregorian moment: Paschal II’s concordat with Henry V in 1111

B Bruno of Cologne and the Carthusians (1084)

C Stephen Harding, St. Bernard and the Cistercians, 1092 (compare with 1095) 


D Limitations of monastic renunciation (besides collective prosperity)



1 St. Bernard as potentate and preacher of 2nd Crusade


2 Military-religious orders: Knights Hospitallier, Templars, etc.

VI   The Appearance of Popular Urban Heresy


A Gregorian moment: Gregory’s order to boycott married priests (Donatism)

B Arnold of Brescia (1100-55) & Peter Waldo (1100s) & Waldensianism 

C Special case (Manichaean) character of the Albigensian heresy in S. France  

VII  Response to urban heresy and the growth of both papal and secular power


A Mendicant orders (Dominicans & Franciscans) & papal Inquisition (1233)

B Papal crusades against Albigensianism, 1208-



C Simon de Montfort and the growth of the French royal domain

