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Step 1 - Listening to the Archive 
 

We will be working to meet the goals and learning outcomes of Writing and Rhetoric I 
this semester through the framework of literacy narratives. To get a feel for what a 
literacy narrative might be about, how it might be composed/arranged, what range of 
styles might be available to you, and what formats other than text you might be able to 
explore for your own literacy narrative, IÕd like you to spend some time listening, 
watching, and reading in the Digital Archive of Literacy Narratives (DALN). 
  

 
1. Visit the DALN (http://daln.osu.edu/), browse through the archive, and select 4 

literacy narratives to explore. If one of your selections has more than just an 
audio or video component, such as images or written text, make sure you look 
through those things as well. 

2. As you experience the literacy narratives, think about these questions: 
• What are these literacy narratives about? Is there a connection between 

them all or are they all different? 
• How is ÒliteracyÓ defined or talked about in these selections? Are these 

definitions similar to or different from your own definition of literacy? 
• What do you know or think NOW about Òliteracy narrativesÓ that you did 

not know or think before you began this project?Õ 
• Were any of the samples particularly effective OR notably NOT effective in 

sharing a compelling and meaningful story? Why or why not? 
3. Write a one-page response to your listening experience, using the questions 

above as a guide. 
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