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Family Day Workshop with the DALN

We often find that some of the best literacy narratives stem from contributors’ memories at home with their family–being read to by their parents, hearing their grandparents’ stories about exchanging letters during the war, learning the alphabet by playing memory games with their siblings, etc.  One great way to get students thinking about their own family’s literacy narratives is to hold a Family Day Workshop which would allow students to work with their parents in order to capture their family’s stories about reading, writing, or composing.  

Purpose

To encourage participants to reconsider the power and history of language in their lives, this workshop invites parents to come together with their children to preserve literacy narratives that often go untold and are eventually forgotten.  This workshop involves students to consider literacy in terms of the community in which they live rather than as something strictly isolated to the realm of school.
Ideal Audience/Participants

This workshop would connect best with students in the 4-12 grade range.  While younger students may be more interested in the storytelling aspect of this workshop, older students will be able to connect these narratives in meaningful ways to their ongoing experiences in education.
Technical Resources Needed

· Projection unit for showing literacy narratives.

· Audio/video recording devices for capturing stories.

· Computers for transferring video/audio files once recordings are finished.

· CDs/DVDs for burning narratives so that students can take their narratives home to share with the rest of the family.
Time and Setting

This workshop can easily be completed in 1 ½ to 2 hours and should ideally be held in a space big enough that will allow participants to spread out and record without picking up too much noise from the other participants.  If using video cameras, an outside setting can add an aesthetically pleasing element to the literacy narratives, but be aware that the microphones will pick up any nearby sounds, including wind.  
Sample Agenda for Workshop (1 ½ to 2 hours total)

· Allow fifteen minutes to briefly welcome parents and students and discuss why we might be interested in telling or listening to stories about reading and writing.
· Show one or two literacy narratives from the DALN that will connect with the theme of family narrative practices.  
· Spend twenty minutes or so discussing these narratives – whey they’re interesting, what patterns we see in them, how home literacies seem to have affected the tellers’ lives, etc.  
· Allow thirty minutes to an hour for students and parents to record each others’ stories. We recommend having one or two people in charge of transferring the audio/video files from the recording devices to a computer and then burning them onto a disc for the students to take home.  (See our handout on writing/recording literacy narratives below.)
· Reconvene after everyone has recorded a story and allow fifteen minutes to discuss what kinds of things the parents and children learned about their reading and writing practices from telling/listening to these stories.  
· Wrap up by encouraging parents to upload the narratives they’ve created at the workshop and handing out directions for doing so (see below).  
Sample narratives and discussion prompts that connect with home literacies

· Julie Mullebrouck’s narrative about the consequences of chronicling her father’s swear words 

·  What does Julie’s story tell us about how children acquire and develop their vocabularies?

· Why is it significant that Julie hid the list of words she copied down from her father’s rants?

· What do you think of the way Julie’s mother responded when she found this list?  What can we learn from her reaction?
· Marilyn Cooper’s narrative about reading Dick and Jane to her mother

· Why is it significant that Marilyn’s grandparents gave her the Dick and Jane reader?  

· Why is it significant that Marilyn tells a story about reading to her mother instead of having her mother read to her?

· How does Marilyn’s own story about reading connect with that of her mother’s?
· Hannah Lee’s story about acting as a translator for her mother.

· Hannah talks about using a lot of gestures because of her mother’s less of hearing; can you think of examples similar to this in your own lives? 

· Hannah discusses translating the mail from English to Korean because her mother didn’t understand written English; have you ever had to do something similar for your own parents/children?

· How is Hannah’s perception of her friends’ communication with their parents perhaps surprising?

Dear Parents and Students,

If you were asked to tell a brief story about how you learned to read or write, or how you helped someone else learn to read or write, what story would you tell?  We’d like to cordially invite you to the Family Day Workshop to be held [enter date and location] where you’ll have the opportunity to trade these stories with your child.

Literacy narratives, like those collected through the Digital Archive of Literacy Narratives, are personal stories about learning to read or write—or compose and communicate in some other form of communication, including music, painting, texting, online chat, and so on. The DALN’s oldest contributor is in her seventies, and their youngest is less than a year old (sitting on her mother’s lap, she shows that infants can learn to interact with books!).

At the workshop, students and parents will read, listen to, and watch several literacy narratives; discuss what literacy narratives can teach us; and get the opportunity to record one another telling their literacy narratives.

All participants will go home with a digital copy of their family’s literacy narrative, a souvenir of the day’s fun activities. Parents are encouraged to consider uploading these narratives to the Digital Archive of Literacy Narratives; a handout on contributing to the DALN will be provided at the workshop.

In order to prepare for this workshop, it might be a good idea for you to think about what kinds of stories you might want to tell your child and encourage your child to do the same. It’s also a good idea to bring in artifacts (favorite children’s books, parents’ love letters, finger paintings, etc.) to share while telling your story.  

We look forward to seeing you on [enter date]!
Sincerely,


Prompts for the Family Day Literacy Narrative Workshop

What is a literacy narrative?

A literacy narrative( is simply a story about how you learned to read, write, or compose—for example, about learning to read cereal boxes, learning to write plays, listening to bedtime stories, getting a first library card, or learning to create Web pages or write text messages. Literacy narratives in the DALN can also include samples of writing and composing.

Your narrative can focus on any memories of learning to read and/or write that are important and meaningful to you, but here are some suggestions to help you reflect on your own experiences:

· Tell a story about your earliest or best memory of reading.
· Tell a story about your earliest or best memory of writing.
· Tell about the kinds of reading and writing that were done around your house when you were little or when you were growing up. Were there books in your house? Comics? Music?
· Tell a story about what your parents/grandparents wrote (example: letters, journals, shopping lists, greeting cards, stories, poems).
· Tell a story that your parents/grandparents have told you about how they learned to read and write.
· Tell a story about how you first learned to use a computer. Who helped? Where was it? What did you use it for?  


SAMPLE LITERACY NARRATIVE

How I learned to Read

By N. B., 4th Grader


Every morning when I was 4 years old my mom would take me to my grandma’s house when my mom went to work out.  When I knocked on the door to their house, I had a feeling that today is the day that I will learn to read.


Once I heard the squeak of the doorknob, I would slip off my shoes and sprint to the bookshelf as fast as a cheetah.  I was so excited to read the first book of my life!  The first book I picked out was Where is My Mommy?.  The book was about a duck that lost his mom.  Whenever the duck heard an awkward sound he would say “I know that is my mommy” but it really wasn’t.  When I found a good book I would run to the kitchen to find a fresh banana and hop onto the couch.  My grandma would be sitting on the couch waiting for me because she knew my routine.


When I opened the book to the first page I would take the first bite of the banana.  I would get stuck on a few words but that is o.k. because I was a beginner.  When I finished a book, I would go one step higher to chapter books.  When I took the first bite of the banana, I would flip to the back of the book.  If it was above 70 pages I thought that it was a long book and I was scared.  My grandma was so proud of me, I could tell because she always had a smile on her face, and before you knew it I was done and I had to pick another good book!


In kindergarten I was sad because my little sister got to do what I did.  I felt bad, like she was getting more attention.  My sister got to eat fresh bananas and got to read and have fun with grandma.  And all I did was sit in a chair at school, get bored and think about how lucky she was.  When she is out of preschool, I won’t be complaining!



















The Digital Archive of Literacy  Narratives (DALN), sponsored by Ohio State University, is a publicly available repository of literacy narratives in a variety of formats (print, video, audio) that, collectively, provide a contemporary and historical record of the literacy practices and values of diverse contributors. 


We welcome all kinds of literacy narratives, and invite contributors to provide samples of their own writing (papers, letters, zines, speeches, etc.) and compositions (music, photographs, videos, sound recordings, etc.) that illustrate their literacy stories.


Researchers, scholars, librarians are invited to use this open-access national archive to study and research the literacy narratives and practices of people who have contributed their stories.


Faculty and graduate students are encouraged to incorporate archive narratives into their courses as instructional materials and to design assignments that involve students in creating their own literacy narratives and, if they wish, contributing them to the DALN.


People of all ages, races, communities, backgrounds, and interests are invited to contribute stories about how they learned to read, write, and compose meaning and how they continue to do so.


Contact Cynthia L. Selfe  <selfe.2@osu.edu> or H. Lewis Ulman <ulman.1@osu.edu> for further information about using the DALN or questions about contributing narratives to the archive.





Visit the DALN web site, use the collection in your classes, contribute a narrative, and encourage others to contribute their stories.





             <http://daln.osu.edu>
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( Note:  Parents and students will go home with a digital copy of their literacy 


             narratives as well as a handout on contributing to the DALN.





