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What is a literacy narrative?

A literacy narrative is a personal story about reading or composing (or teaching reading and composing) in any form or context.  

Literacy narratives can be short or long, two minutes or twenty-five minutes.

Literacy narratives can be about your experiences that happened when you were a small child, when you were growing up, or just recently.

Literacy narratives can be about reading stories books, cereal boxes, music, or video game cheats—anything at all that you read.

Literacy narratives can be about composing letters, music, email, poems, text messages, essays in school—anything at all that you compose

Literacy narratives can be sad or happy, funny or serious.

Literacy narrative often focus on powerful memories about events, people, situations, places—times when you tried and succeeded or tried and failed; someone who gave you a chance or took one away; situations when someone taught you how to do something or when you taught someone else; churches and schools, contests and performances, plays and public presentations.
Here are a few ideas to get you started:












• 	Can you tell us a story about how you learned to read?  To write?  Who taught you?  What was it like?  How did you feel?  How old were you?


• 	Can you tell us a story about learning to use a computer for reading or writing? The first e-mail message you composed? Who taught you?  How old were you?  How did it feel?


•	Can you tell us a story about writing a memorable letter? An essay in school? A Poem? What was it like?  How did you feel?  


•	Can you tell us a story about the bedtime stories your parents used to read to you?  Your favorite book?  What was it like?  How did you feel?


•	Can you tell us a story about how you got (or lost) your first library card?  About visiting the library? What was it like?  How did you feel?


•	Can you tell us a story about a time you were punished for reading (or not reading)?  A time when you were praised for writing? What was it like?  How did you feel?  How old were you?


•	Do you have memories about playing “teacher” with your friends?  Creating a family newspaper?  Reciting scripture to the congregation of your church or temple?  Reading the Koran? Can you tell us a story?


*	Was your mom or dad or one of your grandparents a writer?  A reader?  Can you tell us a story about how they helped you write or read?




















