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What is a literacy narrative? 

A literacy narrative is simply a story about how you learned to read, write, and compose—for example, about learning to read cereal boxes, learning to write plays, listening to bedtime stories, getting a first library card, or learning to create Web pages or write text messages. Literacy narratives can also include samples of writing and composing. 

At the Arts and Humanities Talented and Gifted Students event, you will have a chance to do a digital recording of your narrative and contribute it to the Digital Archives of Literacy Narratives (DALN), a national public collection of such stories.

If you would like to contribute a literacy narrative at the workshop, you should

    • write/compose a short narrative focused on one of the prompts below;

    • share it with your parents and ask them to sign the permission forms so you can contribute it to the Digital Archives of Literacy Narratives (DALN);

    • bring a copy of your narrative and the attached permission and information forms (signed by and filled out with your parents) to the workshop.

Your narrative can focus on any memories of learning to read and/or write that are important and meaningful to you, but here are some suggestions to help you think about your own experiences: 

• Tell a story about your earliest or best memory of reading.

• Tell a story about your earliest or best memory of writing.

• Tell about the kinds of reading and writing that were done around your house when you were little or when you were growing up. Were there books in your house? Comics? Music?

• Tell a story about what your parents/grandparents wrote (example: letters, journals, shopping lists, greeting cards, stories, poems).

• Tell a story that your parents/grandparents have told you about how they learned to read and write.

• Tell a story about how you first learned to use a computer. Who helped? Where was it? What did you use it for?

