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Collecting Literacy Narratives at Home
Have you ever wondered what school was like for your mother, your father or your grandparents?  Do they have stories about teachers and classes that were memorable to them?  How did they keep in touch with friends and family before the days of cell phones and the Internet?  Did they ever write love letters or notes in class?  You can be a detective and collect your own and others’ stories about reading and writing.  Follow the steps below to seek out and collect stories about reading and writing from family and friends.

1.  
Find a willing participant. 


At first, this might seem like a really difficult task, but no matter who you’re talking to, everybody has a story they can tell about their experiences with reading or writing.  Take a look around you and find a friend or family member who will talk to you about their reading and writing practices.  Once they’ve agreed to participate, find a comfortable, quiet place where the two of you can talk.

2.
Getting ready for the interview.

Because you’ll want to invite the person to share their stories with the rest of the world, you’ll want to be sure you have a way of recording it.  Whether you’re recording with a video camera or audio recorder, be sure to have all your supplies in place before you begin.  Don’t have a video camera?  Consider using one on a cell phone instead.  Make sure you have freshly charged batteries.  Record a sentence or two to test the noise levels of your recorder.  Be sure the lighting is bright enough that viewers will be able to clearly see your subject, and be sure there aren’t any loud noises in the background so that listeners will be able to hear what your subject has to say! 

3.
Conducting the interview!

Once you and the participant are comfortably situated and ready to begin, invite them to tell a story about their experiences with reading and writing.  Consider asking questions from the list below to jump-start their memories.

· Can you tell a story about how you first learned to read or write when you were a child?

· Can you tell a story about the kinds of books your family had when you were a child?

· What stories did your parents or grandparents tell you about how they learned to read and write?

· Can you tell a story about an English teacher or Language Arts class that was memorable?

· Can you tell a story about reading or writing in elementary school?  

· Can you tell a story about your earliest experiences reading or writing with a computer?

· Can you tell a story about the ways you use technology for reading and writing today?

4.
Digitizing and uploading the narrative to the DALN.

If your subject is interested in submitting his/her narrative to the DALN, the two of you will need to be sure the recorded files are in the correct format to upload.  The DALN accepts video (.mp4, .mov, .wmv), audio (.mp3, .wav), text (.doc, .txt, .pdf, .rtf), and photo (.gif, .jpg) submissions.  Once the participant is ready to upload his/her narrative, s/he will first need to go to http://daln.osu.edu/register to register for a free account with the DALN.  The DALN will send a confirmation email to the address with which they registered.  From there, they can visit http://daln.osu.edu/submit to begin the step-by-step process of uploading, describing, and finally submitting their narrative so that it can be shared with the rest of the world!

5.
IMPORTANT!!!

If participants are over 18 years of age, they can submit their narratives to the DALN themselves.  If the participants are under 18 years of age, they must have a parent upload for them. 

