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__[Date]__
Dear Parents:
If you were asked to tell a brief story about how you learned to read or write, or how you helped someone else learn to read or write, what story would you tell?
As part of the ________ program, your child will have the opportunity to complete a digital recording of a literacy narrative about his/her reading, writing, and composing practices.  We have attached an example of a literacy narrative written by a ____ grader for your information.

In order to record a narrative at the workshop, your child will need to write his/her own __[one paragraph/one page/two page]___ narrative before __[date]__ and bring to class, along with the 4 signed forms mentioned below, to me. 

With parents’ signed permission, students will have an opportunity to submit their narratives to the national Digital Archives of Literacy Narratives (DALN) and preserve it as a valuable historical record of reading and writing practices in the United States. The DALN <http://daln.osu.edu> is a digital archive of narratives about literacy and is similar to the StoryCorps project sponsored by the Library of Congress.  All narratives in the DALN are available to the public on the Internet. These stories can be used by teachers, librarians, and scholars to improve literacy instruction. The narratives can also be freely accessed by families and community members, as well. 

Attached, you will find 4 forms that you will need to sign and return to me before we can contribute your child’s narrative to the Digital Archive of Literacy Narrative. Please read and return the forms to me.  When filling out these forms, you can let the DALN know if you’d like your child (and his/her narrative) to remain anonymous.

Please sign and complete all 4 forms and have your child bring them along with his/her literacy narrative to class.
DALN Informed Consent Form 

This document makes sure that you are informed about the DALN project and can make an informed decision about participating in the project.  It also informs you that know that your child’s literacy narrative will be posted publicly on the web where it will be searchable by web browsers.

      DALN Release Form 

This document affirms that the literacy narrative is the original work of your child and that it does not violate the rights, copyrights, trademarks, privacy, or reputation of any other person.
Deed of Gift Form 

This document releases the literacy narrative and the copyright for this narrative to the DALN. (Because the literacy narrative will be publicly posted, the author can still use the narrative in any way he/she chooses.)

About Your Literacy Narrative
This document describes your child’s literacy narrative so that users of the DALN can find it within the collection.
If you have any questions about this project, please feel free to contact me: _[name/address/telephone]_.
Sincerely,

