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Assignment Ideas for Teachers and Students

· Have students compose a research paper on literacy trends, practices, and historical developments. After exploring the DALN literacy narratives, students should select a group represented in the DALN (young people, people of color, the disabled) on which they would like to focus their research.  Students should identify 2-3 DALN entries, read/listen/view them, and report on similarities, differences, and trends that they see in this small sample. In class discussion, students should provide video, audio, or text data from the DALN samples as evidence for their findings.

· Have students prepare a historical research paper. Students select 2-3 cases from the DALN covering a similar historical period. Students should then conduct historical research on events and movements that may have affected the literacy values and practices that the DALN contributors mention in their entries.  Students should use both secondary (library) and primary (DALN) sources. (To see an academic version of this type of research review chapters in Cynthia Selfe’s and Gail Hawisher’s Literate Lives in the Information Age: Narratives of Literacy from the United States, Routledge, 2004.)

· Have students compose a sociological research paper: Students should select one DALN narrative and conduct secondary research on the social trends and practices mentioned by the contributor and how these events shaped the literate life of the contributor at the micro, medial, macro levels of social formations.

· Have students conduct a literacy interview with a family member or someone from a selected community that fits a particular profile (e.g., WWII veterans, Black Americans, teens) or a group from a historical period (e.g., those living through the digital revolution).*  Students should also ask for narratives and literacy artifacts (snapshots as well as scans of report cards, book covers, papers, etc.) to digitize. Have students summarize the salient findings from the interviews for the entire class. Hold a class discussion that compares the similarities and differences between the interview subjects. Consider inviting interviewees to the class discussion.

· To focus on interviewing skills, have students identify a short list of five questions from the DALN list of prompts and compose three additional questions of their own.  Students should revise all eight questions to tailor them more specifically to a particular family member or community member whom students want to interview.  Have students conduct an interview with the person they have identified and upload materials to the DALN.*  In a class discussion, have students talk about what they learned about interviewing by conducting an interview (e.g., What approaches did they use to get people talking and telling their stories? What signs of active listening did they exhibit? How did they follow up on promising responses? How did they open the interviewing session and attempt to put interviewees at ease?)

· Have students write a compare-and-contrast paper on two contributors’ stories on the DALN. Consider having students compare their own personal literacy experiences to both cases.

· Have students compose a description of their own composing practices for a specific assignment. Begin by having students draw a diagram or picture of their composing processes using as few words as possible. Then have students describe their composing processes in words. Hold a class discussion about the descriptive effectiveness of each composition: their picture and written work. Consider having students make a movie of their composing processes using these written and graphic representations (if the technology is available). (See the assignment idea below that makes use of CommonCraft video techniques.).   Encourage students to upload their texts to the DALN.* 

• 
Have students compose a description of their reading or information-gathering practices. Begin by having students draw a diagram or picture of their reading process (or their information-gathering process) using as few words as possible. Then have them describe their r processes in words. Hold a class discussion about the descriptive effectiveness of each description text—one a visual description and the other an alphabetic description. If students have access to a video camera, consider having them make a movie of their composing processes using these written and graphic (See the assignment idea below that makes use of CommonCraft video techniques below).  Encourage students to upload their compositions to the DALN.*

· Have students select one DALN literacy narrative. List the technologies mentioned in the narrative (books, computers, magazines, records, web resources, CDs, radio, …) and as a class categorize these technologies into three or four major groups. Talk about the principles of exclusivity, exhaustiveness, and descriptiveness in the categorizations that students create.
•
Have students create a digital literacy autobiography that describes how and when they learned to use digital technologies and for what purposes. Who taught them how to do so? Have students focus on their literacy practices both in school and out of school, in self-sponsored and more formal environments. Hold a class discussion in which students compare their digital literacy narratives. Have them create a visual remix of these literacy narratives using family snapshots and their own pictures, including photos they take of each other. Encourage students to upload their compositions to the DALN.*

· Have students write a “This I believe about Literacy” script.  Refer students to the “This I Believe” essay site on NPR<http://www.npr.org/templates/story/ story.php?storyId=4538138>.  Have students record their “This I Believe about Literacy” essay, and encourage them to upload their essays to the DALN.*
· Ask students to write a script about their literacy development at some key point in their lives.  Have students include some details about a time when an influential literacy sponsor intervened in their lives.  Have students interview the sponsor or someone who knew the sponsor (face-to-face, via e-mail, via telephone) and include parts of the interview in the literacy documentary. Have students do an audio recording using their written script and then upload their essays to the DALN.*
· Have students conduct an interview with someone who has a very different set of literacy skills than they do. Have students write a respectful essay comparing these literacy skills and understandings to the class. 
· Have students create a video that depicts their literacy skills without showing their faces or mentioning their names. Encourage students to upload their video to the DALN.*
· Using sample videos from CommonCraft: Video Sharing in Plain English web site <www.commoncraft.com> as a model, have students draw, physically cut and paste, or use a desktop capture program to construct materials for a short video about their literacy approaches and processes.   Use free movie editing software on the computers students have available.   Encourage students to upload their videos to the DALN.*
•
Have students tell their own literacy narrative, focusing on how and when and why they learned to use computers and other digital communication tools/environments to read and compose. Then have them interview a person at least two generations older than themselves about that person’s digital literacy practices (or lack thereof).  In a class discussion, have students share their findings and describe how literacy values and practices have and have not changed. Identify, across the class, common similarities and changes in literacy values and practices. Have students create a movie that illustrates the changes and similarities in literacy practices between themselves and the people they interviewed. Encourage students to upload their videos to the DALN.*

• 
Have multiple students independently code the same literacy narrative from the DALN for key themes.  Next, have students join forces in 2-3 person teams (each member of whom has independently analyzed the same video).  Ask students to compare their findings and note which themes were identified by every member of the team and which themes were identified by only one or two of the students.  Have students refine their codes and the themes they see as a collaborative team.  Finally, have the whole team code a new narrative with the collaboratively refined coding schema they have produced as a team and talk about what they see/hear/read. In class discussion, point out that all narratives will be read/viewed/heard differently by different people/audiences.  This activity should also help students see that literacy narratives texts are not self-explanatory; rather, they are complex data sets that require thoughtful analysis.  As such, these video texts may benefit from both individual and collaborative readings.

*  
Important Note:  Students must obtain signed Informed Consent, Release, and Deed of Gift/License forms from every person they interview.  Students can either 1.) work with interviewees to complete these three forms online when interviewees upload materials and submit them to the DALN <http://www/daln.org> using a computer with access to the internet or 2.) provide interviewees printed copies of the three forms to sign and then mail these forms along with the digitized interview transcript to Cynthia L. Selfe, 164 W. 17th Ave., Ohio State University, Columbus, OH 43214.  If interview subjects are under 18 years of age, a legal parent or guardian must either complete the three forms online or sign the printed forms. 


If students contribute their own literacy narratives to the DALN, they must complete the Informed Consent, Release, and Deed of Gift/License forms online as part of the online submission process for the DALN.  Students under 18 years of age should complete the Minors versions of all forms, which require parental approval and signatures.















