Replacing Truth

Kevin Scharp

The Ohio State University

Version 3.5 29 Sept 2010 214,814 words



Replacing Truth

Contents

Contents

List of Information Boxes
Acknowledgements
Conventions

Introduction

0.1:

0.2:

Methodology

0.1.1: Some Remarks on Style

0.1.2: The Two Camps in the Analytic Tradition
0.1.3: Four Key Issues

0.1.4: Concepts and Philosophy

0.1.5: Six Philosophical Methods

0.1.6: My Philosophical Method

Scope and Organization

Part I: The Market
Chapter 1: The Nature of Truth

1.1:
1.2:
1.3:
1.4:
1.5:
1.6:
1.7
1.8:
1.9:

Truth bearers, Truth Aptness, and Truth Value
Kinne’s Analytical Framework
Correspondence Theories

Coherence Theories

Pragmatic Theories

Epistemic Theories

Deflationist Theoties

Modest Theoties

Pluralist Theories

1.10: Alternatives to Analysis

1.10.1: Kunne’s Classification
1.10.2: Davidson’s Theory of Truth

1.11: “True in’, “True at’, and “True for’
Appendix: Objections to Deflationism

Chapter 2: Philosophical Approaches to Paradox

2.1:
2.2
2.3:
2.4:

Aletheic Paradoxes
Problems

Projects

Philosophical Approaches
2.4.1: Grammaticality
2.4.2: Meaningfulness
2.4.3: Assertibility

2.4.4: Intensionality

2.4.5: Epistemicism

2.4.6: Ambiguity

2.4.7: Context Dependence
2.4.8: Indeterminacy

Kevin Scharp

X

— = O J Ut W -

N

21
21
24
28
31
32
33
36
42
44
47
47
48
53
59

68
69
79
81
84
85
86
87
88
88
91
93
97



Replacing Truth

Chapter 3: Logical Approaches to Paradox

2.4.9:

Circularity

2.4.10: Inconsistency

3.1: Classical Glut Theories

3.2: Classical Gap Theories

3.3: Classical Symmetric Theories
3.4: Weakly Classical Theories
3.5: Paracomplete Theories

3.6: Paraconsistent Theories
Appendix 1: Aletheic Principles
Appendix 2: Logics

Chapter 4: Unified Theories of Truth
4.1: Combinations of Philosophical and Logical Approaches

4.1.1:

Measurement Theory

4.1.2: Combination Approaches as Measurement Systems

4.1.3:

Examples of Combinations

4.2: Unified Projects
4.3: Unified Theories of Truth

4.3.1:
4.3.2:
4.3.3:
4.3.4:
4.3.5:
4.3.6:
4.3.7:
4.3.8:
4.3.9:

Barwise and Etchemendy
Gupta and Belnap
Horwich

McGee

Soames

Maudlin

Field

Beall

Tennant

4.4: Summary

Chapter 5: The Aletheic Penumbra
5.1: Penumbral Connections

5.2

5.1.1:
5.1.1:
5.1.2:
5.1.3:
51.4:
5.1.5:
5.1.6:
5.1.7:
5.1.8:
5.1.9:

Being

Realism and Objectivity
Meaning

Validity

Inquiry

Belief

Assertion

Knowledge

Analyticity

Necessity

5.1.10: Proof
Paradoxes and the Explanatory Role

52.1:
52.2:
5.2.3:
52.4:

Paradoxes and Being
Paradoxes and Objectivity
Paradoxes and Meaning
Paradoxes and Validity

i

Kevin Scharp

103
106

111
125
126
136
139
142
144
147
149

158
158
160
164
164
166
174
176
177
177
178
179
180
180
181
182
183

185
185
186
188
192
193
194
194
195
196
196
197
197
198
199
204
207
214



Replacing Truth

Part II:

The Realignment

Chapter 6: What is the Use?

6.1:

6.2:

6.3:

6.4:

The Expressive Role

6.1.1: Endorsement

0.1.2: Generalization

6.1.3: Infinite Conjunction and Disjunction?
0.1.4: Intersubstitutability

Communication and the Gricean Condition
6.2.1: Communication

0.2.2: Pragmatics

0.2.3: Pragmatic Theories

6.2.4: The Gricean Condition

6.2.5: Anti-Descriptivism and the Gricean Condition
Consequences

6.3.1: Deflationism and Sense Identity

6.3.2: Deflationism and the Explanatory Role
0.3.3: Inflationary Arguments

0.3.4: Language-Specific Truth Predicates
Impact

Chapter 7: Risky Business

7.1:
7.2:
7.3:
7.4:

7.5:

Empirical Paradoxicality

Kripke on Riskiness

Supervenience Theses

Consequences

7.4.1: Disquotationalism, Minimalism, and Non-Classical Logic
7.4.2: Syntax and Paradox

7.4.3: Meaningfulness and Paradox

7.4.4: Ambiguity and Paradox

7.4.5: Context Dependence and Paradox
7.4.6: Field on Truth and Determinate Truth
Impact

Chapter 8: Aletheic Vengeance

8.1:
8.2:
8.3:
8.4:
8.5:
8.6:

Revenge Paradoxes

Negation, Denial, and Rejection

Recipes for Revenge

Two Problems: Inconsistency and Self-Refutation
A Diagnosis

Consequences

8.6.1: The Revenge Argument

8.6.2: Expressive Power and Revenge

8.6.3: Expressive Role and Revenge

8.6.4: Empirical Revenge

8.0.5: Paracompleteness and Indeterminateness
8.6.6: Paraconsistency and ‘Just True’

8.6.7: Self-Refutation

8.6.7: Importing Revenge

1ii

Kevin Scharp

218
218
219
221
224
226
229
229
230
236
241
249
257
257
258
262
266
271

272
272
273
278
282
282
291
292
293
294
308
312

314
314
314
317
322
326
327
327
329
331
332
333
338
341
344



Replacing Truth

8.7: Impact

Chapter 9: No Metalanguage Required
9.1: Reinhardt and McGee on Theories and Languages
9.2: Definitions
9.2.1: Semantic Theories
9.2.2: Languages
9.2.3: Expressibility
9.2.4: Theory Application
9.2.5: Internalizability
9.3: The Importance of Descriptive Completeness
9.4: Descriptive Correctness
9.5: Internalizability Across Languages
9.6: Semantic Teamwork
9.7: Theories of Truth vs. Semantic Theories for Truth
9.8: Consequences
9.8.1: Object Language and Metalanguage
9.8.2: On Being Revenge-Immune
9.8.3: Semantic Self-Sufficiency
9.8.4: Tarski’s Indefinability Theorem
9.9: Impact

Chapter 10: What is the Problem?
10.1: The Challenge for Unified Theories of Truth
10.1.1: Against Analysis
10.1.2: Evaluating Approaches
10.1.3: Paradox and Persons
10.2: Conditions of Adequacy

Part III: The Proposal

Chapter 11: Inconsistent Concepts

11.1: Concepts

11.2: Inconsistent Concepts

11.3: Policies for Handling Inconsistent Concepts
11.3.1: The Reinterpretation Strategy
11.3.2: The Containment Policy
11.3.3: The Replacement Policy

11.4: Possessors and Principles

Chapter 12: Reasons for Replacement
12.1: The Expressive Argument
12.2: The Meaning Argument
12.3: The Abductive Argument
12.4: The Revenge Argument
12.4.1: Restriction and Importation
12.4.2: Restriction and Internalizability
12.4.3: Restriction and Inconsistent Concepts
12.5: Inconsistency Views
12.5.1: Dialetheism

iv

Kevin Scharp

350

351
352
353
355
356
359
360
362
362
363
364
364
365
368
368
372
382
386
389

390
390
390
395
397
399

404
404
405
415
415
416
417
418

428
428
430
433
441
443
444
445
446
447



Replacing Truth Kevin Scharp

12.5.2: Patterson 449
12.5.3: Ludwig 451
12.5.4: Eklund 454
12.4: The Replacement Argument 456
12.5: Two Theories 458
12.6: The Parable of Mindy 460
Chapter 13: The Prescriptive Theory 463
13.1: The Replacements: Ascending Truth and Descending Truth 463
13.2: Aletheic Principles 465
13.3: Montague’s Theorem 468
13.4: Safety 471
13.5: A Formal Theory: ADT 472
13.6: Semantics for ADT 474
13.6.1: Normal Modal Logic and Relational Semantics 474
13.6.2: Problems with Using Relational Semantics for ADT 477
13.6.3: Classical Modal Logic and Neighborhood Semantics 478
13.6.4: Yet Another Problem 480
13.6.5: Xeno Semantics 480
13.6.6: First Order Modal Logic 487
13.6.7: Revision Sequences and Modal Logic 489
13.6.8: Summary of Problems and Solutions 491
13.7: Features of ADT 492
13.7.1: Principles of Ascending and Descending Truth 493
13.7.2: Non-Principles 495
13.7.3: The Aletheic Paradoxes 497
13.7.4: The Nature of Ascending and Descending Truth 498
13.8: Key Issues 505
13.8.1: The Expressive Role 505
13.8.2: Empirical Paradoxicality 506
13.8.3: Revenge 507
13.8.4: Internalizability 509
Appendix: A Fixed Point Theorem 511
Chapter 14: The Descriptive Theory 526
14.1: Theories of Inconsistent Concepts 526
14.1.1: Conditions of Adequacy 526
14.1.2: Theories 530
14.2: Contusion and Relative Truth 533
14.3: Relative Truth and Formal Semantics 535
14.3.1: Presemantic Theories, Semantic Theories, and Postsemantic Theories 536
14.3.2: Intensional Semantics 538
14.3.3: Varieties of Semantic Phenomena 540
14.4: Truth and Assessment Sensitivity 549
14.4.1: The Options 549
14.4.2: Doing Semantics with Ascending and Descending Truth 551
14.4.3: Non-Indexical Contextualism as a Theory of Inconsistent Truth 554
14.4.4: Assessment-Sensitivity as a Theory of Inconsistent Truth 555
14.5: An Example 556



Replacing Truth

14.5.1: Syntax for L

14.5.2: Semantics for L

14.5.3: Presemantics and Postsemantics for L.
14.6: Resolving the Paradoxes

14.6.1: Validity

14.6.2: The Liar

14.6.3: Curry and Yablo

14.6.4: Montague and McGee

14.6.5: Truth Tellers
14.7: Problems for the Assessment-Sensitivity Approach
14.8: The Nature of Truth
14.9: A Unified Theory of Truth: CAM
14.10: Key Ideas

14.10.1: The Expressive Role

14.10.2: Riskiness

14.10.3: Revenge

14.10.4: Internalizability

Chapter 15: The Aletheic Revolution

15.1: Post-Revolutionary Practice

15.2: Truth and Other Concepts: The Explanatory Role
15.2.1: Proof
15.2.2: Inquiry
15.2.3: Objectivity
15.3.4: Belief
15.3.5: Meaning
15.3.6: Validity
15.3.7: Knowledge
15.3.8: Assertion
15.3.9: Predication
15.3.10: Reference

15.3: Objections and Replies
15.3.1: Guide to Objections and Replies
15.3.2: My Uses of “True’
15.3.3: Indispensability
15.3.6: Primary Aletheic Principles
15.3.7: Endorsement and Replacement
15.3.8: Deflationism and Replacement
15.3.9: The Principle of Uniform Solution

Conclusion
Work Cited

Index

vi

Kevin Scharp

556
556
559
564
565
566
567
567
568
569
577
579
583
583
584
585
586

577
577
592
593
594
595
596
597
598
599
601
602
606
610
610
612
612
613
614
617
618

620
621

X



Replacing Truth

O 1 ONUt AW~

0 LW LWL WLWWINNNINININDNINNNDNDP, P, P2 2O
AUV EAE WDWNNPFP,POVWOITANUTREAE WP, OOV IV WDND—O

List of Information Boxes

: Measurement Theory

: Kiinne’s Analytical Framework

: Concepts, Predicates, and Properties

: Varieties of Deflationism

: Common Objections to Deflationism

: Relations Between Objections to Deflationism
: Friedman and Sheard on Aletheic Principles

: Classical Logic

: Non-Classical Logics

: Table of Logics

: Relations Between Non-Classical Logics

: Recursive Definitions

: Axiomatic Theory KF

: Axiomatic Theory VF

: Weak Kleene Scheme

: Strong Kleene Scheme

: Kripke Constructions

: Axiomatic Theory FS

: Philosophical Approaches

: Logical Approaches

: Measurement System for Length

: Philosophical and Logical Approaches

: Theories of the Nature of Truth

: Unified Theories of Truth

: Nine Unified Theories of Truth

: Pragmatic Phenomena

: Interpretive Systems

: Basic Importation

: Language-Specific Importation

: Entailments and Inconsistencies for Aletheic Principles
: Three Kinds of Possible-Worlds Semantics

: Problems and Solutions for Semantics for ADT
: Presemantic, Semantic, and Postsemantic Theories
: Intensional Semantics

: Varieties of Semantic Phenomena

: CAM theory

vii

Kevin Scharp

14

26

27

38

42

65

77

116
121
123
124
127
129
130
132
132
135
138
159
160
163
168
171
175
184
236
298
346
348
467
482
492
537
539
548
582



Replacing Truth Kevin Scharp

Acknowledgements

I started thinking about truth and paradoxes in 1994 at about the time I realized I wanted to go to
graduate school in philosophy. Needless to say, I have talked about the ideas presented here with
numerous people between then and now. This book is also based on my dissertation, completed at
the University of Pittsburgh in 2005. Bob Brandom was the director and he, more than anyone else,
has had an impact on the shape of it. His ideas moved me before I even arrived at Pittsburgh, and
his encouragement, constructive criticism, and advice will stay with me long into the future. The
other members of my committee, John McDowell, Anil Gupta, and Hartry Field are also owed a
huge dept of gratitude. I have learned so much from each of them.

Other people along the way who have had a positive effect on the ideas here and whom I thank
include (in roughly chronological order), William Falcio Kerr, Bradford Cokelet, Rena Samole, Joel
Anderson, Pauline Kleingeld, Todd Reisinger, Geoff Lampsa, Ben Henwood, Heather Matula, Fred
Heller, John Koethe, Bob Schwartz, Seth Ard, Peter Guildenhuys, Sebastian Rand, Jason
Leddington, Josh Andresen, Daniel Nolan, Ron Loeffler, Arthur Fine, Cristina Lafont, Michael
Williams, Jurgen Habermas, Graham Hubbs, Jamsheed Siyar, Hamutal Dotan, Alp Aker, Sam Floyd,
Lionel Shapiro, John Morrison, Joe Camp, Cian Dorr, Nuel Belnap, Mark Wilson, Susanna
Schellenberg, Steve Leeds, Bryan Weaver, Volker Halbach, Steve Yablo, Michael Miller, Owen King,
Eric Carter, Kevin Connor, Sal Florio, Stewart Shapiro, Neil Tennant, Robert Kraut, Ben Caplan,
David Sanson, Craige Roberts, Declan Smithies, Abe Roth, Richard Samuels, Gabriel Uzquiano,
Judith Tonhauser, Jc Beall, Stephen Schiffer, Matti Eklund, Michael Kremer, Mark Lance, John
MacFarlane, Dan Scharp, Dana Scott, Brandon Fitelson, Kenny Easwaren, Crispin Wright, Marcus
Rossberg, Philip Ebert, Graham Priest, Kit Fine, John Hawthorne, Roy Cook, Ori Belkind, Doug

Patterson, Huw Price, Patrick Greenough, Harvey Friedman, Joe Shipman, Solomon Feferman,

viil



Replacing Truth Kevin Scharp

Albert Visser, Jeff King, Keith Simmons, Dorit Bar-On, David Ripley, Berit Brogaard, Michael
Lynch, David Chalmers, Greg Restall, Henry Jackman, Pat Suppes, Hannes Leitgeb, Gabriel
Lakeman, Zachary Hamm, and anyone I have ovetrlooked.

I taught a graduate seminar on this material at The Ohio State University in Spring 2009; the
participants provided essential feedback on many of the ideas, arguments, and theories in this book.

Some of this work has been given as talks at University of Pittsburgh, University of Georgia,
State University of New York at New Paltz, Wayne State University, The University of Munich,
University of Melbourne, University of North Carolina Chappell Hill, University of California at
Berkeley, The Ohio State University, University of Tilburg, University of Virginia, University of St.
Andrews, the Australasian Association of Philosophy Meeting in Melbourne, and the Pacific
American Philosophical Association Meeting in San Francisco.

Parts of “Aletheic Vengeance” made it into Chapters Eight and Twelve; thank you to Oxford
University Press for permission to reprint them. Parts of “Replacing Truth” made it into Chapters
Eleven and Twelve; thank you to Inguiry for permission to include it.

Finally, I want to express my appreciation to the members of my family for their love and for
their help along the way. Thank you to Alison Duncan Kerr for her presence, her passion, her

insight, and her unwavering support; my life would be unrecognizable without her.

X



Replacing Truth Kevin Scharp

Conventions

Single quotes are used to form the names of linguistic expressions; e.g., ‘Kevin’ is the name of
Kevin.

Individual constants are in the same font as regular text; e.g., p is a sentence.

Corner quotes are used in conjunction with names for complex sentences; e.g., [~p]’ is a name of
the negation of p.

Schematic variables are in italics; e.g., the law of excluded middle is: p or ~p.
Sentential variables are Ariel font; e.g., John believes that p.
Angle brackets are used to form names in conjunction with sentential variables; e.g., {p) is true iff p.

Italics are used to specify meanings of linguistic expressions; e.g., ‘beet” means beer.
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Supposing #uth is a woman — what then? Are there not grounds for the suspicion that all
philosophers, insofar as they were dogmatists, have been very inexpert about women? That the
gruesome seriousness, the clumsy obtrusiveness with which they have usually approached truth so
far have been awkward and very improper methods for winning a woman's heart?

—Nietzsche

Dude: Look, man, I've got certain information, all right? Certain things have come to light.
And, you know, has it ever occurred to you, that, instead of, uh, you know, running
around, uh, uh, blaming me, you know, given the nature of all this new shit, you know, I-
I-I-I ... this could be a-a-a-a lot more, uh, uh, uh, uh, uh, uh, complex, I mean, it’s not
just, it might not be just such a simple ... uh, you know?

Lebowski: What in God’s holy name are you blathering about?

Dude: I'll tell you what I'm blathering about ... I've got information man! New shit has come
to light! And shit, man ... she &zdnapped herself.
—The Big Lebowski
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