Philosophy 101 Introduction to Philosophy

Instructor: Nicholaos Jones
Office University Hall 214
Office Phore: 292-3663
OfficeHours: TBA

Email: jones.1736@osu.edu

Course Description

This courseis an introduction to philosophy, and centers around dscusson d severa perennial
philosophicd questions: What isthe relation between our minds and ou bodes? What can we
know abou the world, and hav can we know it? Isit reasonable to believe that God exists?
What isit to be apersonlike us? Are any of our adions within our control? Are we resporsible
for our adions? When are our adions right or wrong?

Course Aims

This course will:

» introducethe student to the major areas of phil osophy: epistemol ogy, metaphysics,
philosophy of mind, phlosophy of religion, ethics and social phil osophy.

* introducethe student to the at of philosophicd inqury

* introducethe student to some of the mgjor historicd figures and movementsin
phil osophy

* enhancethe student's abiliti es for criticd, intellecually respedable thinking and self-
refledion

Course Materials

» Fifty Readings Plus: An Introduction to Philosophy, ed. Donald C. Abel (McGraw-Hill))
* A copy isavailable on Closed Reserve in the Main Library



Reading and Assesganent Schedule

Unit I: Philosophy of Mind
Syllabus and Background
Descartes, 233234
Armstrong, 248250, Peirce, 202209
Nagel, 260269

Unit II: Epistemol ogy
Plato, 124132
Descates 135138and 142145 Quiz #1 (Unit 1)
Locke, 148152 Hume 177-184
Phil osophy Jeopardy; Term Paper Option #1 Due

Examination #1 (Units | & 11)

Unit Ill : Philosophy of Religion
Anselm 32-34
Aquinas, 41-43
Dawkins, 64-74; Term Paper Option #2 Due
Hick, 89-100
Debate: Topic TBA

Unit IV: Metaphysics
d'Holbad, 323325 Quiz #2 (Unit Il
Hospers, 332338 Taylor, 356361; Term Paper Option #3 Due
Movie Day: Waking Life

Unit V: Normative Ethics
Radels, 463474 Term Paper Option #4 Due
Aquinas, 404407, Quiz #3 (Unit 1V)
Nietzsche, 432437, Movie Paper Due
Phil osophy Jeopar dy

Final Examination (Units Il - V)



Student Expedations

Students are expeded to abide by the OSU Code of Student Conduct

Students are expeded to carefully real the seledions assgned for ead ledure.

Ead student beas sole resporsibility for kegoing up with assgnments.

Students are expeded to attend classregularly.

Students are expeded to arrive & classin atimely fashion: latenessdisrupts the dass
Students are expeded, and encouraged, to ask questions and share thouwghts during
ledure, espedally if something is not understood @ the instructor says smething
obviously false. There will be frequent oppatunities for classdiscusson.

Students are expeded to participate murteously in classdiscussons, bu aladk of
participation will generally not harm one's grade.

Any student who feds that acomommodations based onthe impaad of adisability are
required shoud contad the instructor privately to discuss pedfic neals. Please mntad
the Office of Disability Services at 614.2923307in Pomerene Hall 150as well; they will
coordinate ressonable acommodations for students with dacumented di sabiliti es.

Assesanent

The instructor reserves the right to augment the final grades of students who consistently
demonstrate superior classperformance or to lower the grades of students who
consistently demonstrate adereliction d their work.

There aethreein-classmulti ple dhoicequizzes, ead worth 5% of the final grade.

0 Make-up quzzesare availableif the student must missclassdueto ill nessor an
ad of God a alien abduction. Students sioud make an effort to inform the
instructor that a make-up exam will be required before the exam is given.

There ae two examinations, amidterm and a semi-comprehensivefinal.

0 Themidterm isworth 20% of the final grade.

0 The semi-comprehensive final isworth 33% of the final grade.

There ae two term papers, an intelledual engagement paper and amovie paper.
The intelledual engagement paper isworth 15% of the fina grade.
The movie paper isworth 5% of the final grade.

Students with writing difficulties shoud consult the OSU Writing Center.

Multi ple pages shoud be boundtogether with staples, paper clips, or duct tape.
The instructor is not resporsible for "lost" material.

Retain a copy of all finished work, in order to resolve grade disputes.

Late assgnments are acceted at the instructor's discretion, and subjed to penalty.
Plagiarism and aher acalemic misconduwct will be promptly reported to OSU's
Committeeon Academic Miscondtct. Plagiarism is defined as "the ad of
appropriating the literary compasition d ancther, or parts or passages of his
writings, or the ideas or language of the same, and pasgng them off asthe
product's of one's own mind' --Blad's Law Dictionary, 5th edition.
There ae two in-classcontests (Phil osophy Jeopardy), together worth 10% of the final
grade.

Extra credit isavail able in certain situations. Seethe instructor for detail s. Only work
pre-approved by the instructor will be acceted.
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Intellecdual Engagement Paper

The student must complete one of the foll owing assgnments, submitting it in acordancewith its
respedive deadline. Onerevisionis permitted, for students unsatisfied with their initial grade.
Revision are due one week after the instructor returns theinitial draft or the day after the fina
exam, whichever is orer.

Option 1
Present the mind-body problem. What are the main reasonsin favor of being a duali st?
What are the main reasonsin favor of being amaterialist? Seled apositionto defend:
materialism, interadion dualism, or one of the norrinteradion dwlisms. Present your
reasons for preferring this position. Also present the main oljedions to your pasition;
then respondto these objedions, showing how ead ojedioninvolves afalse
asumption d some sort (as oppased to merely disagreaeng with the amwnclusion d the
objedion).

Option 2
Present the reason for the debate between rationali sts and empiricists. What are the main
reasons in favor of being arationalist? What are the main reasons in favor of being an
empiricist? Seled apasitionto defend: Platonic rationalism, Cartesian rationali sm,
Lockean empiricism, or Humean empiricism. Present your reasons for preferring this
pasition. Also present the main oljedionsto your position; then respondto these
objedions, showing how ead oljedioninvoves afase aumption d some sort (as
oppcsed to merely disagreang with the conclusion d the objedion).

Option 3
Present two of the foll owing arguments: Anselm's ontologicd argument, Aquinass third
way, or Paley's design argument. Present the main oljedionsto ead of the aguments.
Also present your verdicts onwhether or not the aguments are succesgul. If you think
an argument is unsuccesgul, provide further reasons for thinking that the objedionsto
the agument are persuasive. If you think an argument is siccessul, show how eat
objedionto the agument involves afalse assumption d some sort (as oppased to merely
disagreang with the conclusion d the obedion).

Option 4
Present the main arguments for thinking that determinism is incompatible with freewill .
(Be sureto explain what determinism and freewill are.) What are the main reasonsin
favor of determinism? What are the main reasons for thinking that we have freewill s?
Seled apaositionto defend: determinism or libertarianism. Present your reasons for
preferring this position. Also present the main oljedions to your pasition; then respond
to these objedions, showing how eat olgedioninvovesafase assumption d some sort
(as oppased to merely disagreang with the awnclusion d the objedion).



Movie Paper

The student must complete one paper that relates the phil osophica isaues explored throughou
the @murse to atheme from amovie (or novel). The student isto provide abrief summary of the
movie, and then describe aphil osophicd theme that occursin the movie. Thistheme shoud be
related to the topics covered in class The paper shoud answer the following question: How
does the movieill ustrate one of the philosophcd isaues that have been discused? No revisions.

The following movies are pre-approved: Waking Life (to be watched duing clasg; Vanill a Sky;
The Butterfly Effed; Donnie Darko; Existenz; Dark City; Contad; The Devil's Advocae; Matrix
I; Matrix Il; Minority Report; Groundh@ Day; Boondak Saints; Saving Private Ryan.

Phil osophy Jeopardy

Twiceduring the course, students will play Philosophy Jeopardy during class Students play in
teams; theinstructor isthe "host". The game is modeled after Jeopardy, but the answers are
philosophicd (they cover content from the course). There ae threerounds for eat game,
Jeopardy, Doube Jeopardy, and Final Jeopardy. Thefirst round dfersatotal of 10,000 pants;
the seamndround dfersatotal of 20,000 pants. Students receve 2 grade-points for their
participationin agame. Studentswho dace"Rank 1" in agame recave 4 grade-points; those
who dace"Rank 2' recave 3 grade-paints; "Rank 3' recaves 2 grade-paints; and "Rank 4'
recaves 1 grade-point. (Each grade-paint is 1% of thefinal grade.)

Students who missthese games and have an acceptable excuse (doctor's nate, athletic note,
family emergency) shoud contad the instructor to arrange asubstitute assessment.

Miscdlany

Phil osophy is not easy. Y ou must make aserious effort to understand and articulate the material.
It helps to take detail ed naes, and let your mind wander over what you find interesting outside of
the dasgoom.

If at any time youwould like to discussthe isaues covered in classor philosophy in general, fed
freeto visit during office hours or arrange ameding.

If at any time you are having problems with the subjed matter or the manner of its presentation,
do not hesitate to bring thisto my attention (in person, va email or anonymous nate, etc). It is
your resporsibility to bring any course-related concernsto my attention.

| encourage afree and tolerant atmosphere in class | encourage and exped questions and
chall enges at appropriate times during class | welcome visits to my office | am here to help you
learn.

| expressly reserve theright to alter any or all portions of this syllabus, at my sole discretion, at
any time, and in any manner. Also, this sntence (the one you are realing right now) isfalse.



Introduction to Phil osophy
Study Questions #1: Phil osophy of Mind

What are the marks of a material thing? of amental thing?
What is the mind-body problem? What makes something a solution to the mind-body problem?

Descartes, Meditations
What is dualism?
What is Descartes's argument in favor of dualism?

What isinteradion dwalism, and hav does it solve the mind-body problem? Name two famous
philosophers who are interadion duali sts.
What are some objedionsto interadion duwalism?

What is parall elism, which famous phil osopher held this pasition, and hov does it solve the
mind-body problem?
What is pre-established harmony?

What is occasionalism, how doesiit differ from parall elism, and hav does it solve the mind-body
problem? Name two famous phil osophers who are occasiondi sts.

What is epiphenomenalism, and hav doesiit solve the mind-body problem?
What are the main oljedionsto noninteradion duwalism?

Armstrong, The Nature of Mind
What isidedism, and hav does it solve the mind-body problem?

How does materialism solve the mind-body problem?

What does modern science have to say abou the nature of man? What is the physicochemicd
hypothesis?

Acoording to Armstrong, why does sience have aspedal authority to dedde questions abou the
nature of the human mind (rather than, say, religion a art)?

Peirce, Fixation of Belief

What isafixed belief?

DiscussPeirce s four methods of fixing belief. What are they? What are their faults? What are
the alvantages of eat? Which daes Peircethink is the best, and why?

What is Peirces fundamental methoddogicd hypothesis?

How does Peircés argument suppat Armstrong's position?

Nagel, What Is It Liketo Bea Bat?
Why does Nagel think that physicd science cana explain conscious experience?

What is azombie (in the philosophicd sense)? Why are zombies sgnificant?
What are some other objedions to materialism?



Introduction to Phil osophy
Study Questions #2: Epistemology

What is epistemol ogy?

What is the diff erence between an anaytic daim and a synthetic one? Give examples.

What is the diff erence between a priori knowledge and a posteriori knowledge? Give examples.
What is an example of a priori knowledge that is also analytic?

What is an example of a posteriori knowledge that is also synthetic?

What is the diff erence between rationalism and empiricism?

Plato, Republic

What is a Form?

What is Plato's argument in favor of rationalism?
What is the significance of the divided line analogy?
What is the significance of the care analogy?

What is Platonic rationalism?

Descartes, Meditations

What is Cartesian rationalism? How doesit differ from Platonic rationalism?

What is the Crucible of Methodc Doulxt designed to da?

What are the threestages of the Crucible? What does eat stage show? How?
What is the cogito? Why isit important?

What makes an ideainnate? What are some innate ideas (acording to rationali sts)?

L ocke, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding

What is Locke's arguments against the theory of innate ideas?

What is atabula rasa?

What is Locke's theory of knowledge? (What is Lockean empiricism?) How doesit differ from
rationalism?

Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding

What is Humean empiricism? How isit similar to Lockean empiricism? How isit different
from Lockean empiricism? How doesit differ from rationalism? How isit similar to Cartesian
rationali sm?

What is skepticism?

What is Hume's argument in favor of skepticism about synthetic aposteriori knowledge?




Introduction to Phil osophy
Study Questions #3: Phil osophy of Religion

What is the traditional Western conception d God?
What is deism, and hav doesit differ from the traditional Western conception d God?
What is fideism?

Anselm, Proslogion

What are the three ¢asses of existence?

What does Anselm understand by ‘God?

What is Anselm's argument that God exists?

What is Anselm's argument that God's existenceis necessary?

What is Guanil 0's objedionto Anselm's argument? How does Anselm respond?

Agquinas, Summa Theologiae

What is the diff erence between a contingent being and a necessary being, acording to Aquinas?
What is Aquinas's Third Way, the Argument from Contingency?

How does the Third Way show that God exists?

What does the Third Way show abou the properties of God?

What are some objedions the Third Way?

What is the key diff erence between Aquinas's arguments for the existence of God and Anselm's
arguments?

Dawkins

What is Paley's design argument?

What does the design argument show about the properties of God? Does it show that the God o
traditional Western theology exists?

What is asieving mechanism? How does it work?

What is the diff erence between single-step seledion and cumulative seledion?

How is evolutionary theory an aternative explanation d natural complexity? Why isit a better
explanation than the theory of design?

In what sense is natural seledionrandam? In what senseisit not randam?

Does the successof evolutionary theory provide evidencefor the existence of God?

Hick, The Problem of Evil
What is the problem of evil ?
What is atheodicy?

What isthe freewill defense?

What is the Augustinian theodicy? What is Schleiermacher’s criticism of it?
What is the Iranean theodicy? What isan ojjedionto it?
What is the processtheodicy? What isan oljediontoit?

What is the problem of omnipatence?



Introduction to Phil osophy
Study Questions #4: Metaphysics

What is theologicd determinism?

What is the Paradox of Omniscience?

What is Boethius's lutionto this paradox?
What is Hartshorne's olution?

d'Holbach, Of the System of Man's Free Agency

What is determinism? What is behaviorism?

What isawill? What isafreewill ? What is libertarianism?
What is LaPlacés Demon, and what is it meant to ill ustrate?
What is d'Holbad's argument that our will s are not free?

What is James's dil emma of determinism?

Hospers, The Range of Human Freedom
What is the diff erence between moral resporsibility and legal resporsibility?

Why might determinism be thought to exempt us from moral resporsibility for our adions?
Why, acrding to Hospers, are dl of our adions ultimately a matter of luck?

What, acording to Hospers, are the two levels of moral discourse?
What is the significance of the diff erence between these two levels?

Taylor, Freedom and Determinism
What is smpleindeterminism? Why, ac@rding to Taylor, does smple indeterminism fail to
make the existence of freedom of the will plausible?

Why, acerding to Taylor, isit impassble to reconcil e determinism with the datum that some of
our behavior isaresult of deli beration?

Why, acording to Taylor, isit impaossble to reconcil e determinism with the datum that
sometimes our adions are upto us?

Why, aceording to Taylor, isit impassble to reconcil e simple indeterminism with these data?

What is Taylor's theory of agency?

How does his theory of agency acount for the data mentioned above?
What evidencedoes Taylor provide in favor of histheory of agency?
How would dHolbacd respondto Taylor's data and his theory of agency?



Metaphysical Predicaments

1. Wethink that the best method d inquiry is the scientific method.
e Think abou how much wetrust techndogy.
2. ltisdifficult, if not impossble, to reconcil e our scientific picture of the world with our
common sense picture of ourselves.
* Theredoesnot seem to be room for consciousnessin amaterial world? It is gill
mysterious how matter could be cnscious.
* Theredoesnot seem to beroom for freedom, or moral resporsibility, ina
deterministic world. It is gill mysterious how we muld make afree doice
3. When it comesto ouselves, we seem unable to abandonthe common sense picturein
favor of the scientific one.

Quotation from Comte:

The study of the external world and o man isthe @ernal businessof phil osophy, and there
are two methods of proceeding: by passng from the study of man to that of external nature,
or from the study of external nature to that of man. Whenever phil osophy shall be perfed,
the two methods will be reconcil ed: meantime, the contrast of the two dstinguishes the
oppaite philosophies -- the theologicd and the paositive [scientific]. We shall seeheredter
that all theologicd and metaphysicd phil osophy proceetls to explain the phenomena of the
external world from the starting point of our consciousnessof human prenomena, whereas
the positive [scientific] phil osophy subardinates the anception d man to that of the external
world. All the multitude of incompatibiliti es proceal from thisradica oppdasition.

CLASSDISCUSY ON: How can we reconcil e these two pictures? Isthere any hope? Or do
we just have to trea ourselves as exempt from the pronourcements of science and be
intellecually dishorest? Do the problems go away if we stop thinking abou them?



Introduction to Phil osophy
Study Questions #5: Normative Ethics

Rachels, The Challenge of Cultural Relativism

What is cultural relativism?

What are some examples of different moral codesin dff erent societies?
What are some @nsequences of cultural relativism?

What is Rachels's alternative to cultural relativism?
Why does Radhels think that his theory is superior to cultural relativism?
What are some moral principlesthat do nd vary aaosscultures, acording to Rachels?

According to Rachels, when is it appropriate to criti cize the pradices of other cultures?
According to Radhels, what are the two lesons to be learned from cultural relativism?

What is the diff erence between a moral theory that is absolutist and orethat isrelativist?
Give an example of ead kind d theory.

Aquinas, Treatiseon L aw

What is natural law theory?

According to natural law theory, what is the primary goal of life?

What are the four basic human goods?

According to natural law theory, what are some moral principles? Why?

What isamora dilemma?
According to Aquinas, how are moral dilemmasto be resolved?
What is Kant's aternative for resolving moral dilemmas?

Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil

Acoording to Nietzsche, why is moral absolutism mistaken?

What is the diff erence between a master moraity and a slave morality?
Why is vanity the hallmark of slave morality?

According to Nietzsche, what is the role of religionin the strugge between master morality and
slave morality?
Acoording to Nietzsche, how does religion acammpli sh this role?

Which kind o morality does Nietzsche alvocae, and why?
How does he alvocate this morality?
What is the theory of the Eternal Reaurrence? What is this theory suppcsed to dd?



