HIS 326 – History of Modern Sexualities

Spring 2008
Guidelines for the book report and the take-home examinations

Thought paper due last day of classes

Final Exam – due June 2 at 3:18am

Purpose of the Assignment

Throughout time and space, societies have used religious and cultural ideals to identify and characterize which sexual acts are either appropriate or unacceptable.  Colonialism and imperialism exported and shaped acceptable behaviors of sexuality the world over, particularly in urban areas.  More recently, modernization and the secularization of the legal codes have caused these sexual acts to firm into sexual identities.

In History 326, you will be asked to write a thought  paper on A History of Celibacy or  of Beyond the Veil: Male-Female Dynamics in Modern Muslim Society and In the Land of God and Men:  a Latin Woman’s Journey.  You should take a theme found in the books and explore it from different cultures.  You could choose to look at the impact of the family, the temptations of celibacy, or the role of law and religion. You may look at women or men, or both.  Age may be a factor in your analysis, or perhaps the impact of scientific discoveries related to sexuality.   Prepare an essay that compares and contrasts the different cultures.  If you are going to quote one of the authors, you need a footnote, and you need a footnote if you use the ideas of the authors.  Otherwise it is plagiarism. This paper should be 4-6 pages long.
A. The first paragraph of your essay should introduce the main points that you intend to discuss in the paper.  It should indicate the overall scope of the book and your thesis statement, or argument.

B. The second section of the review should briefly summarize the content of the book.  The following questions might prove useful in preparing the section:  a) Why have I decided to analyze this theme?  How does it change over time and in different cultures?  What cases cited in the book or books are the most persuasive for you?  How does the reading relate to other assigned readings?  However, the paragraphs in this section should not read like a point-by-point answer to each question.  Please feel free to comment on additional themes or issues you find compelling.  Any idea you have gotten from your reading, whether in direct quotes or summarized, belong to the author(s) and a footnote is needed to acknowledge that.  The footnote should include the author, title, publication details, and page number.  The principle of a footnote is that anyone can track down your reference.  
C. Keep your direct quotes to a minimum.  A really good paper should not be a string of quotes.  Indeed, there should not be more than one quote per paragraph.  Instead, paraphrase or summarize, as well as analyze the evidence used in the reading(s) to explain their usefulness.
D. The final section is a critical review of the work(s).  The student should examine thoughtfully the arguments in the book(s) and discuss their effectiveness.  You should not merely say that the book was interesting or boring.  Here are some questions to help you:  How has reading the book or books enhanced your knowledge of sexuality history?  Would you recommend this book or books to others?  Why?     Please do not let your narrative read like a point-by-point answer.
E. All papers should have a title that reflects their main thesis or point of view.  Titles really  help you keep focused.

F. Tips for the mid term and final exams:   The two exams consist of IDS and a choice of one essay for the midterm and two for the final.  Please identify clearly which question you are answering, as well as which ID.  When you answer a question provide a topic sentence and structure your answer by addressing how this topic has changed over time, and what sources, from the required texts, lectures, and movies, illustrate this.  You cannot get an A by relying only on the powerpoints.  You must also indicate that you have done the readings and watched the films.  For the ID’s make sure that you discuss WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHY, WHEN, HOW as well as the ID’s specific relevance to the history of sexuality.  For example, if an ID was Confucianism, you would not only want to tell me about Confucian and his beliefs, but also tell me when, what he was responding to, and how this specifically affected sexual mores. The mid term should be 5-10 pages long and the final no longer than 15 pages, but ideally 10 pages long.
Requirements
All book reports must be double-spaced and typed or neatly handwritten.  Reports should vary from 1,000-1,500 words in length (four to six pages, 12 point, Times New Roman font).  Mid terms and finals should range from 8-10 pages, although the final exam may take more room.  Late papers will be penalized 5% of the total grade for each weekday they are late after the due date up to a maximum of 30%.  Students who do not hand in a paper at all will receive a zero (0) for the assignment.

