KEYS TO WRITING GOOD PAPERS AND EXAMS
Exams

1. Take good class notes and write down definitions of people, places, and events.  You already have a basic outline with the power point, and you fill in the details.

2. Do your reading each week so you keep up with the topics.

3. There are two parts to the exams:  Ids and an essay.  For the Ids you must be able to answer who, what, why, when and how and apply it to Latin American history.  It should take you three or four concise sentences

4. In the essay part, you will be asked a thematic question and you will need to show that 1) you have read the relevant assignments and can comment on how they treat the question; and 2) you integrate information from your two adopted countries and site sources.  Since this is a take home exam, this should be easy.  Make sure your essay has an introduction with a topic sentence, a middle part to give the evidence to back your topic sentence, and a conclusion.  If you do not give evidence beyond the assigned readings, you will be graded down.  You may have your own point of view—just back it up with evidence.
5. Since you will be limited in the number of pages you can hand in, please give more space to the essay, as it is more valuable than the ids.

6. Please come to speak to the instructor or the TA if you encounter problems.  We can help you, but won’t answer the questions.  

Papers

1. You have been asked to write EITHER one paper with a maximum of 15 pages or two separate papers on your two adopted countries.

2. You have a lot of freedom to select a topic.  It can be cultural, social, political, economic, or even sports, but it HAS to have an historical perspective that shows how the events have changed over time.  So, you can write a sports paper on one country, and a business paper on the other.  Or you can write about famous people and events in each country.  Or, if you want to look at one topic for both countries, e.g. democracy, literacy, public health, soccer, etc., you can write one paper that could compare and contrast the developments in each country.

3. You need a title for the paper, a topic sentence that describes where the paper is headed, a central part of the paper that presents the evidence, and a conclusion.  If you quote a source directly, it needs to be in quotes with some sort of reference—a footnote, end note, or parenthetical reference (Jones, 1995, p. x).  Then you need a short bibliography of references.

4. All papers must be typed and double-spaced.  You need to proof read your papers as automatic spellers often ignore your mistakes.

5. Ask someone to read it for you to see if they follow your ideas.

6. Please come and see the instructor or the grader for ideas, or help with writing.  You may hand in EARLY drafts for comments and we will help you.
