Reading Questions Gitlitz Intro and Part I
1. How can we explain the reality that Jewish culture flourished more under Muslim than Catholic leaders?

2. How did Abner of Burgos make his case for conversion?
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3. How were his activities related to the riots of 1391? Why were these riots so important?

4. What happened if conversos wanted to return to Judaism?

5. What were the four factors, according to Joshua Halorki, for so many conversions?  Was it just force?

6. Compare the Valladolid regarding Jews with Nazi laws regarding Jewish neighborhoods. What was the religious justification for conversion according to Catholics?
7. How did conversions, both forced and voluntary, affect family and community life?

8. Were Spanish Jews peasants? How did this create anger and envy?

9. What relationship did the Inquisition have to conversos?

10.How did Ferdinand’s marriage to Isabella affect Jews and Crypto-Jews? Did they consistently harass them?  
11. How did the Inquisition function in terms of the crypto-Jews? How did converted Jews function within the Inquisition? E.g. Fray Tomás de Torquemada?

10.Why did the Kingdoms of Spain and Portugal become increasingly opposed to Jews within their kingdoms?

11.What major issues separated Christianity from Judaism?

12.Discuss the motivations for the 1492 expulsions of Moors and Jews.
