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Abstract. Jewish agricultural colonization in Brazil began in 1904 in the state of Rio
Grande do Sul, supported by the Jewish Colonization Association (JCA). The JCA
created the first colonies Y Philippson (1904) and Quatro Irm,os (1912) Y with the
intention of resettling Russian Jews during the decisive years of mass immigration from
the Russian empire. In 1936, the JCA administration in Brazil proposed a new project
to establish a colony for German Jews in Rezende, situated in the state of Rio de
Janeiro. Similar to other initiatives undertaken by the S,o Paulo and Paran" state
governments some years before, the Rezende colony did not last long. This essay
analyzes the main factors behind the disintegration of the JCA colonies, noting that, in
spite of their relative failure, the colonies aided Brazil and helped change the
stereotypical image of the non-productive Jew, capable of working only in commerce
and finance. The main benefit from these agricultural experiments was the removal of
restrictions in Brazil on Jewish immigration from Europe during the twentieth century.

Introduction

Diverse Jewish farming colony experiments took place in Brazil, all in
the shadow of the Jewish Colonization Society [Jewish Colonization
Association (JCA)]. The fundamentally agrarian backdrop of the
country_s economy is most important in following the story. In the
period immediately following the achievement of independence, Brazil-
ian economic activity was limited to the exploitation of natural
resources, and rapidly progressed to a sugarcane monoculture based
on slave labor. In 1819, a sparsely populated Brazil effectively opened
its doors to foreign immigrants prepared to work in agriculture. Brazil
officially invited Bother countries,^ specifically Bthe different German
peoples,^ to found colonies, with the promise of free land and other
benefits. German-speaking Swiss, Prussians, Pomeranians and other
national groups responded, and in time their colonies became the nuclei
for larger, more permanent towns and sometimes cities. This was an
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ongoing process involving successive waves of immigrants, concentrated
particularly in the south-central region of this vast country.1

Jewish colonization was linked indirectly to the slave trade. When,
after prolonged pressure from England, Brazil finally abolished slavery
in 1888, it became imperative to attract free workers through
immigration. By the second half of the nineteenth century, Brazil had
developed significant exports of agricultural products such as cotton,
sugar, tobacco, cocoa, and especially coffee. This level of activity led to
the demand for a policy to encourage immigration as a substitute for
slave labor, but now without the incentives previously offered by the
government, such as free land.2

The first Jews to immigrate to Brazil arrived in the early nineteenth
century. These were North African Jews, who settled in the northern
Amazon region. Rather than work in agriculture, these newcomers
favored trading natural products extracted from the jungle. Similarly,
the Jewish immigrants from Alsace-Loraine settled in Brazil_s large
urban centers from the mid-nineteenth century. Jews arrived from
Eastern Europe only from the final decade of the century, at which time
the country_s economy was essentially based on agricultural exports
and manned by European labor brought in by the Brazilian govern-
ment. Most immigants remained predominantly in cities.

The dawn of Jewish agrarian colonization

It was during the 1890s that the JCA first began to support Jewish
agrarian colonies, starting in South America. Its vast open lands, yet
small and often unskilled population, seem to have encouraged govern-
ments to welcome the mass immigration of Jews from Eastern Europe.
The JCA sent representatives to many Central and South American
regions. Its largest success was in Argentina, where towns like Moises-
ville in the Province of Santa Fe are still alive not only in the Jewish,
but also in the general Argentine memory. Photographs of Jewish
gauchos, alongside pictures of the synagogue still standing in the town,
periodically make their way into newspapers even today, and a small
number of Jewish inhabitants still live there. Jewish agriculture itself is
no longer a reality, although there is a Jewish school with 30-five pupils.
Moisesville was founded in 1889 by a group of Yiddish-speaking
immigrants from Eastern Europe. It once was the heart of a thriving
Jewish gaucho culture that extended throughout the Argentine
provinces of Santa Fe, Las Pampas, Entre Rios, and Corrientes.3
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As will be discussed shortly, the JCA_s work in Argentina coexisted
with its efforts to settle Jews in Brazil. These were not isolated events.
While the Argentine and Brazilian models may have indeed stood alone
in Latin America for a number of years, international events made them
extremely appealing to important forces in the Jewish world during the
second half of the 1930s. With the rise of fascism in Germany and
Poland at this time, Jewish philanthropic organizations and various
luminaries sought Y with varying degrees of intensity and success Y
regions of refuge throughout Latin America (in Bolivia, the Dominican
Republic, Chile, British Guiana, and elsewhere) and in other spots
around the globe (such as the Philippines, Madagascar, Birobidzhan,
and Crimea). Overall, these efforts intended to create large communi-
ties where the endangered Jews of Germany and Poland could weather
the coming storm and, through agricultural colonization, sustain
themselves in these new locales. As in the experiments begun in the
twilight of the nineteenth century in Brazil and Argentina, pre-
conditions for the success of these interwar projects included the
willingness of Jewish philanthropists in the West to invest major
resources in the project; they also had to intervene in their domestic and
foreign governments in order to make such bold undertakings work. No
less important, as was to be the case in Argentina and Brazil, any
attempt at large-scale Jewish resettlement had to have the sanction Y if
not the active support Y of the host state.

On the eve of the Second World War, philanthropic organizations
were able to create settlements in some of the regions mentioned above,
whereas other projects never got beyond the planning stages. By this
time, the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee had eclipsed
the JCA as the premier instrument of Jewish agricultural settlement
outside the Land of Israel. We should also remember that during these
decades the JCA and other philanthropic organizations in the West
were initiating and strengthening large Jewish agricultural projects in
North America and, of course, in Palestine. Hence, what transpired on
the land in Brazil from the late 1880s until the Second World War must
be seen as part of a larger phenomenon in the Jewish world.4

The Jewish agricultural settlement in Brazil was established
following a proposal submitted by Professor William Lowenthal to
Baron Hirsch in 1889, proposing the annual resettlement of 5,000
Russian Jews in Argentina. Moved by the disturbing situation of Jews
in various countries, especially Eastern Europe, and acting essentially
on his own initiative, Baron Hirsch donated the bulk of the JCA_s
initial capital stock of two million pounds sterling. The goal was to
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settle Jews in farming colonies.5 As we may see in its Articles of
Incorporation, the JCA_s mission was Bto establish farming colonies in
different North and South American territories...^ The JCA was not
purely philanthropic, but encouraged settlers to achieve economic
independence, and thus it promoted Binstitutions dedicated to educa-
tion, training and development to improve the material and moral
conditions of impoverished Jews in need.^

Some 10\ years after the start of its Argentinean initiative, the JCA
initiated Jewish farming colonies in the south of Brazil, specifically in
the State of Rio Grande do Sul. The project enjoyed the support of the
local government, encouraged by the success of the German and Italian
agricultural colonization in the region and impressed by JCA_s recent
achievements in Argentina. The governing elite in Rio Grande do Sul
was strongly influenced by a Comtian faith in progress based on
economic development, education for the whole of society, and religious
freedom. All three tenets favored the initial phase of the JCA_s
colonization activities in Brazil between 1904 and 1930. At this time,
the door to immigration remained open.6 By contrast to Argentina,
however, Brazilian authorities did not advertise to attract European
Jews to the farming colonies.7 Consequently, the JCA_s Brazilian
agricultural settlement project was not well known in Europe, and did
not have the same appeal as its Argentine counterpart.8

The JCA_s colonization project in Rio Grande do Sul developed
independently of Brazil_s existing Jewish community. When the first
families arrived in 1904, Brazilian Jewry played no part in the project.
Local administration granted limited benefits, whereas the state
government of Sao Paulo covered all expenses and took full responsi-
bility for Russian immigrant Jews, who, in 1905, settled in three
planned farming colonies in Brazil_s interior: Nova Odessa, Campos
Salles and Jorge Tibiri0".9

The first JCA colony in Rio Grande do Sul, named Philippson10, was
located on a 5,767-ha tract of land in Pinhal, about 25\ km from the
city of Santa Maria. In 1903, Mr. Eus2bio Lapine, an engineer and JCA
agent arrived from Argentina to oversee the construction of the
facilities needed to receive 38 families from Bessarabia, at that time a
Russian possession.11 The immigrants were scheduled to arrive in 1904,
1year after the official establishment of the colony.

The JCA covered travel expenses and provided each settler with
25Y30ha of land, a house, agricultural implements, two teams of oxen,
two cows, one horse and an allowance that varied in accordance with
the size of the family, payable once it had become self-sufficient.12 The
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colonizers were to repay the loan with interest over a period ranging
from 10 to 20years, with the provision that repayments halt should the
crops be damaged by severe weather or pests. Furthermore, the JCA
would defray all expenses incurred for colony management and public
services, including education for the settlers_ children.13

An initial difficulty was the quality of the lands earmarked for
farming, which turned out to be far less fertile than expected. This
forced the settlers to undertake the arduous task of clearing the dense
forests in the region. Eventually, they began to cultivate wheat, corn,
beans, peanuts, vegetables and fruits. One of the most successful crops
was tobacco, grown with seeds brought from Bessarabia. It adapted so
well to conditions in the area that buyers flocked in from Porto Alegre
and S,o Paulo, keen for this high quality product. Indeed, the
Philippson settlers were the first to grow wheat and Turkish tobacco
on a large scale in the region. These two crops, and especially the wheat,
were to become important components in the state_s economy.

Encouraged by the initial success of this first settlement, in
December 1909 the JCA acquired the 93,850\ ha Quatro Irm,os farm
in the Passo Fundo region. As with the Philippson colony, advance
preparations were made to receive new immigrants. When they arrived
in 1911, Quatro Irm,os had already been divided into lots and there
were houses waiting for them. Some of the first settlers came from
Argentina, where they had gained farming experience as paid laborers
in the Argentinean settlements; others arrived by ship from Bessarabia.
An additional 150 families came from Russia in 1913. In this second
colony, each family received 150\ ha of land, in addition to a house, a
shed, 14 cows, four oxen, one bull, two horses, one cart, one plough, and
other farming implements. The cost of the lots was to be repaid over a
20-year period at a low 4% annual interest; other capital investments
were to be repaid over 13\ years. The project was originally designed to
complement farming with ranching, hence the heavier investment in
livestock, particularly dairy cattle. The first years at Quatro Irm,os
were promising and just prior to the outbreak of World War I, the
settlement numbered 350 families. In addition to wheat, corn and other
cereals, the settlers began to grow cassava, which they industrialized
with help from the JCA.

At first, Quatro Irm,os was regarded as successful, confirming the
viability of Jewish agrarian activity in Brazil. However, the outbreak of
a revolution in Rio Grande do Sul in 1923 severely jeopardized the
venture. Arbitrary forays by local bandits caused many colonists to
abandon their lands in search of a haven in the cities around Porto
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Alegre. In many cases, settlers who had worked for years lost their
homes, cattle, money and farming implements, receiving no help from a
powerless local government.14 This situation dragged on through the
politically andmilitarily tumultuous year of 1924, driving the JCA to found
the 19 de Abril colony in Uruguay for the refugees from Quatro Irm,os.15

According to a telegram received by the JCA agent in Brazil from his
managers in Erebango and published in Dos yidishe vochenblat of
December 1924, the colonists_ situation at the end of that year was
confusing. After the departure of the army, they were forced to flee, fre-
quently in the direst conditions and with no help or protection. Over the
next few years, the number of Jewish colonists in the settlement dwin-
dled, and their lands were sold off to German and Italian immigrants. 16

Despite these setbacks, the JCA made a concerted effort to maintain
its colonization projects and attempted to replace the Jewish immi-
grants at Quatro Irm,os. The arrival in Rio de Janeiro in December
1923 of Isaiah Raffalovich, a renowned rabbi and JCA agent,17 helped
ensure the continuity of the Rio Grande do Sul project. Raffalovich_s
influence with the Jewish community, government authorities and,
most importantly, with the JCA principals in Europe led to more
effective assistance for the colonists. One important initiative was the
establishment of the charitable immigrant aid institution Relief, which
began to monitor the immigrants_ needs and oversee their settlement in
the Rio Grande do Sul colonies. Raffalovich also used JCA funds to
open schools and bring teachers from Europe to provide adequate
education for the settlers_ children. The JCA was to take on a vital role
in the development of a Jewish school system in Brazil, eventually
sponsoring schools in urban areas as well as in farming communities.18

Raffalovich also implemented measures to help the colonists affected
by civil disturbances at Quatro Irm,os. These included a thorough
renewal of the colonization project, the dismissal of certain admin-
istrators, and the appointment of a highly recommended new director,
Jacob Moses. An article entitled BJCA bashlist oifleben Quatro Irm,os^
in the newspaper Dos Yidishe Vochenblat lauded the work. This time
the farm would be settled by rural workers and its 40,000\ ha of forest
land would also be exploited, taking advantage of the railway in place
in the region.19 The Brazilian community_s renewed feeling of
confidence in the JCA was to a certain extent influenced by what was
happening in Argentina. Colonists there had even held a conference in
1925 to plan further moves. Brazilian colonization was further
strengthened by a prolonged visit to the colony by the JCA_s general
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inspector, Dr. David Zvi, whose goal was to lay the groundwork to
receive new settlers.20

In 1926, a new group of immigrants arrived at Quatro Irm,os. By that
time, the colony was composed of four settlements: Quatro Irm,os,
Baronesa Clara, Bar,o Hirsch and Rio Padre. The first 30 families went
to Bar,o Hirsch.21 Once again, the JCA defrayed all of the settlers_
expenses, but with one significant difference: this time, an annual rate of
5% was to be assessed for amortization over a 20-year period. Each
family was to be given 50\ ha of land, 2.5\ ha of cleared forestland, two
horses, two cows, a three-bedroom house with a stable, and farming im-
plements. To get started, for 1\ year the colonists were to be able to fell
trees on 1.5\ ha of forestland, sell the timber and keep the proceeds. Each
one of the planned settlements in Quatro Irm,os would have a school, a
synagogue and a library. These would be maintained by the JCA for the
first 3\ years, after which the settlers themselves would run them.

Three Jewish philanthropies Y the Hebrew Immigration Aid Society,
with its head office in New York; the Paris and London-based JCA; and
the Emigrations-Direktion in Berlin Y from 1927, acting under the sole
coordination of HICEM, played an important role in settling and aiding
the new immigrants to South America. In 1927, a Jewish Immigrants
Committee led by Leon Back was set up in Porto Alegre. Following
HICEM directives, the institution was empowered to meet immigrants
as they arrived by sea, house them, and find employment either in a
city or on a farm. Similar committees were organized by the Jewish
communities in other Brazilian cities to deal with the large influx of
immigrants that continued throughout the 1920s and part of the 1930s.

HICEM_s approach to immigration was outlined in a letter
Raffalovich sent to the Brazilianishe Yidishe Presse Y the successor to
Dos Yidishe Vochenblat Y and may be summarized in five points: (a) the
first immigrants to be brought to Brazil should be skilled workers and
should be fit for farm work; (b) those with no professional qualifications
should be trained in experimental stations to be set up by the three
organizations in the countries of origin and immigration; (c) loan asso-
ciations would be created to facilitate the absorption of immigrants,
including lines of credit for them to purchase passages for their families;
(d) evening courses would be offered to enable immigrants to learn the local
language; and (e) an employment agencywould be opened in every colony.22

The initial results of the new colonization project were promising. In
late 1927 and early 1928, optimistic reports stated that the farming
cooperative created at Baronesa Clara was a success and that the
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venture would be extended to other areas. Meanwhile, the 70 families
established in Bar,o Hirsch and Baronesa Clara at the Erebango station
had brought in a good harvest, producing 1,500 bags of wheat and
exporting eight wagonloads of corn worth 33,000 r2is. Moreover, there
was an abundance of alfalfa, Paraguay tea and fruit trees on their
lands.23 Unfortunately, a new catastrophe struck Quatro Irm,os with
the outbreak of the 1930 Revolution. The colony was again overrun,
causing settlers to lose heart and head for the urban centers, which had
always exerted a strong attraction on them and whose appeal proved to
be even stronger in times of hardship and turmoil.

The Rezende colony at the start of the Second World War

The 1930 revolution defined the second phase of JCA activity in Brazil,
marked by the federal government_s crackdown on immigration. It
restricted Jewish immigration in particular.24 This led, in turn, to a
decline in the populations in the colonies followed by a gradual transfer
of lots to non-Jewish settlers, even though the JCA strove to maintain
its colonization program. The Society_s last experiment in Brazil was an
attempt to establish a new colony in Rezende in the state of Rio de
Janeiro. In 1936, the JCA turned to the Brazilian government and
proposed establishing a new farming settlement for Jewish refugees
from Nazi Germany. Similar to other South American countries at this
time, Brazil had no clearly defined foreign policy toward the Axis
countries, and more specifically, toward Germany, which was seeking to
extend its sphere of influence to this part of the world. Many Brazilians
were sympathetic to Nazi Germany, which led to an immigration policy
that discriminated against Jews, as a number of government documents
from this period make clear. This did not, however, deter various
government leaders, who accepted the JCA_s Rezende project, although
they chose not to participate actively. Another agricultural colonization
project in the fertile lands in the north of the state of Parana preceded
Rezende in the early 1930s. Supported by the local government and
some private Anglo-German companies, the colony (Rol$ndia) was
planned for German political refugees, many of whom were of Jewish
origin. Rol$ndia later developed into an important urban center.25

Affecting the fate of Jewish agrarian settlement was the often-
changing immigration policy of the Brazilian government. Most
importantly, a toughening of immigration law from the 1920s,
particularly in the Epit"cio Pessoa Act, added to a quota system
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imposed in the 1930s, severely limited the potential pool of Jewish
settlers, even at a moment when agricultural colonization would have
been most attractive to European Jewish refugees.26 In 1934, the
government did make it possible for some German Jews to enter Brazil
as tourists and eventually to obtain a permanent visa, although more
often than not this entailed a lengthy and arduous process. From 1937,
discrimination against Jews became outright policy. The so-called
Secret Memorandum no. 1249, addressed by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs to all diplomatic missions, immigration and police authorities on
September 29, 1938, preceded by a similar document, Secret Memoran-
dum no. 1127, issued on June 7, 1937, determined that no visas should
be granted to applicants of BSemitic descent,^ with the possible
exception of prominent individuals in society or the business world.27

Jews who did manage to get entry visas were said to have done so only
by paying 10,000 cruzeiros per person to rather unscrupulous interme-
diaries. In 1940, the Brazilian Jewish press reported an agreement
between Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay, Peru, San Salvador and Bolivia to
support a Vatican initiative to facilitate the immigration of
Bconverts.^28

We should not wonder that in this hostile climate, Rezende was the
last of the JCA colonization projects on Brazilian soil. The land bought
by the JCA consisted of several properties including the Fazenda
Lambary, Castello, Santa Clara, Barra and S,o Sebasti,o, totaling
9,680,000 square meters. The area was acquired from Colonel Ab<lio
Marcondes de Godoy. The engineers Israel Max Roussine and D.
Rosenblum conducted the topographical survey on the property at the
JCA_s expense. We have two descriptions of the colony, both published
in the S,o Pauler Yidishe Zeitung: The first resulted from a visit by the
Rio de Janeiro state inspector, Commander Amaral Peixoto, in April
193829; and the second from the visit made by no less a person than the
President of Brazil, GetUlio Vargas, in June of the same year. The Rio
de Janeiro daily newspaper A Tarde also published an article about
colonization and the JCA project in January 1938. The accounts of the
two visits focused on the fact that a Jewish organization from Europe
(i.e., the JCA) had paid for the initiative, thereby costing the Brazilian
government nothing. The reports also noted the success of similar
initiatives in other countries.

Other accounts of the President_s visit to the Rezende colony were
published in the same periodical on August 8 and October 26, with the
title Um exemplo de organiza0,o agr"ria, a colHnia agr<cola Fazenda da
Barra, em Rezende (An example of agrarian organization: the Fazenda
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da Barra farming colony in Rezende). According to these articles, the
colony had so far absorbed 16 families. There was one school and lots
had already been surveyed and laid out to receive another 80 families.

The fate of the colony at Rezende was complex. The Jewish
immigrants who were to come from Germany to complement the
original 16 families simply did not arrive. Eventually the JCA lots
passed into other hands. As mentioned above, the JCA_s activities in
Brazil encountered restrictive federal governmental policies on immi-
gration from the 1920s onward. At the end of 1930, in the wake of the
revolution, further restrictions were imposed based on allegations of the
Bunordered entry of foreigners to the country.^30 On the one hand, these
restrictions stemmed from a fear of competition from foreign labor,
provoked by the 1929 worldwide economic crash. On the other, they
were fed by an upsurge in nationalist feelings among the ruling elite,
associated with increased anti-Semitism, in great part imported from
Europe. In addition, Brazil was aspiring to an industrial economy
modeled on the most advanced western countries. Brazilian govern-
mental elites increasingly turned towards industrialization. In this
context, agrarian colonization projects, even when endorsed by state or
central government, no longer had a major economic or social
significance. At best, they reflected political or humanitarian consid-
erations. Thus, the Rezende project was doomed to failure, faced by
anti-Jewish immigration legislation and an economic policy increasingly
oriented to industrialization in conjunction with the maintenance of the
country_s traditional extensive monoculture on large farms.

Conclusion

In Brazil, therefore, the JCA failed. The question is whether the causes of
failure in Brazil are relevant to understanding other experiments, such as
those in Argentina or even North America, for instance, those of the
utopian agrarianmovementAm Olam.31 At the same time, although the
JCA was unable to continue and expand the venture initiated in
Argentina and Brazil, we must recognize that its failure was relative.
The efforts made in Rio Grande do Sul did foreshadow the development
of urban communities which later evolved into regional centers.

The reasons for failure were many, perhaps the most important
being the inexperience of the first Bessarabian settlers. They had to
cope with farming conditions in Brazil that were extremely harsh
compared to those in Europe, including the need to clear dense forests
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and prepare the soil for cultivation. No less decisive was the relative
physical and psychological isolation of the two settlements in Rio
Grande do Sul, which was exacerbated by the low number of colonists,
and the lack of good roads whose absence limited contact with other
communities and the effective marketing of farm produce, difficulties
which were compounded by the events of 1923 and 1924, which led the
farmers to abandon their settlements. Finally, there was the appeal
which cities held for younger immigrants matched by the absence of a
continuous flow of immigrants willing to work on farms. The
immigration policy adopted by the Brazilian government in the 1930s
sealed the settlements_ fate.

German, Italian, and Polish colonization projects, also in Grande do
Sul, survived for precisely the same reasons that their Jewish neighbors
failed. The non-Jewish colonists had previously lived in rural commu-
nities and were knowledgeable in the crafts, and well accustomed,
therefore, to physical and agricultural labor. Their number was also
much greater, and growing steadily by the hundreds or even thousands
of families. Experience also meant internal supervision, with leaders and
organizers drawn directly from the immigrant group. Non-Jewish
colonies thus took root and soon became self-sufficient. No less
important, the colonists were complemented by co-immigrants of
similar origin who had settled in agro-industrial urban centers.

Nonetheless, one need not make polar comparisons between great
success and resounding failure. By contrast to Argentina, for example,
the initial scale of Brazilian agrarian settlements was minor. Success
was bound to be limited from the start.32

In this context, Rabbi Raffalovich_s enormous efforts to increase
immigration to the country must be emphasized. Despite adversity, he
attempted to enlarge the institutions dedicated to providing support for
immigrants, especially those that had frowned on immigration before
his arrival. His efforts changed the mentality of the Jewish community
and helped create the conditions necessary to absorb and integrate
newcomers. This change was vital against the background of increased
immigration to South America following the severe restrictions imposed
on entry to North America after 1924.

In the long run, however, the hoped-for institutional support failed.
The reasons were as internal as they were external; contrary to
Argentina, the Brazilian colonies had no governmental support, nor
did they benefit from the kind of aid that farming requires, especially
during calamities. The central problem was the way the JCA managed
the project. A study conducted by the JCA on Jewish immigration in
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Argentina and Brazil showed that, in spite of its know-how and the
funds it had available for investment, its management techniques were
often neither as clever nor efficient as was called for. Many of the
managers lacked inter-personal skills and were inept in their relations
with settlers in need of technical advice and empathy. The conflicts
between management and settlers in the history of Jewish colonization,
particularly in Brazil and Argentina, too, cannot be discounted, which
became a roadblock holding Jewish farming colonies and their
development back.33

Clashes between settlers and local JCA management were not
uncommon in the Rio Grande do Sul. An eyewitness, Melech Reicher,
described one protest organized by settlers in the early years of the
Philippson colony. He told of the difficulties of adaptation from the very
start, a situation that bad management aggravated; for instance, the
order to enclose lots with picket fences made of wood that had to be cut
from a forest located at a distance from the farms. Both men and oxen
were forced to make enormous efforts, including cutting a path to the
site. As Reicher recalled:

The settlers_ leaders called a general assembly at the
synagogue, where it was decided that everyone would head
directly for the office building and confront the management.
That same day, more than 60 colonists marched all the way
from the settlement to the railway, shouting and jeering.
Passing horsemen stopped and gaped in astonishment at this
curious procession of ancient Jews with their long beards and
black coats, marching along with sticks in their hands. The
manager_s office was located at the top of a hill, the highest
point of the colony. When he saw this throng of protesters in
the distance, he immediately shut the doors and windows and
sent his two henchmen with their police dogs to meet the mob.
The settlers, slightly the worse for wear with alcohol and
furious because they had been kept waiting for a week, were
not intimidated by the caboclos [Brazilians of mixed white and
Indian ethnicity]. Shouting and swearing, they started bang-
ing on the closed door with their sticks for the manager to
come out; they wished him no harm; after all, they were Jews,
not thugs. Pallid and frightened, he was forced out together
with his two henchmen and their dogs. With shaking hands,
he took a letter from the Paris JCA office from the drawer of
his huge desk and, with a nervous smile, announced that he
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had received, Bon that very day,^ instructions to give them
barbed wire to enclose their lots and zinc for the roofs of their
houses and sheds, in addition to a more generous monthly
allowance for each family. That day the settlers returned
home in high spirits, boasting to their wives about their
victory and great courage.34

Events like this created a measure of confusion, and, along side the
other weaknesses discussed above, led to a certain hostility among both
settlers and other Jews toward the JCA, which was vented forcefully in
the Jewish press, both in Brazil and elsewhere, although, admittedly, it
was not always free from current ideologies. Among other consider-
ations, many Jews were highly pessimistic about the prospects of
colonization. Most Jews put their faith in urban settlement, some even
foreseeing the creation of a Jewish industrial proletariat. All in all, the
pessimism was not wholly misplaced.

During the crises of the 1920s and 1930s, the JCA_s operation in
Brazil faltered, and the organization could not meet its goals. To be
sure, the Brazilian government did not extend the necessary support.
Nonetheless, as happened with Jewish agricultural experiments else-
where, the JCA in Brazil ignored its own mistakes, limiting the help it
was able to offer Jews fleeing Europe. It failed to draw proper
conclusions from what had happened even in places as close as
Argentina, not to mention in JCA settlements in North America,
southern Russia, and Bessarabia. In these places, systematic efforts
greatly overcame objective difficulties which were similar to those
encountered in Brazil. These included the inexperience of new Jewish
farmers, the geographic isolation of the colonies, and the sometimes tense
relations between settlers and officials of the philanthropic organization.
Yet, as in these other settlements, the Brazilian experiment highlighted
two nearly insoluble problems, the flight of youth to the cities and
restrictive governmental policies. It was perhaps these two dilemmas
that impeded sustainable Jewish agricultural settlement most of all.
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