Burnard Study Questions
1. How useful is a diary as an historical source?

2. Why do you think Thomas Thistlewood kept track of all of his sexual encounters?

3. Why did white men get angry if another slave owner had sexual relations with their female slaves?

4. Why was unacceptable white male behavior blamed on the white women?

5. How did documents like Thistlewood’s diaries erase female slave personal histories?

6. Why was the 18th century Jamaican slave population constantly endangered?

7. How did Thistlewood brutalize male slaves?  Was this degredation sexual in nature?

8. Was Thistlewood treating female slaves as prostitutes?

9. What advantage was there for a female slave to have sex with a white man?

10. Could you consider Thistlewood’s sexual adventures as a form of athleticism?

11. Why do you think Thistlewood ordered the manumission (freedom) for his long term mistress?

12. Why was Thistlewood’s  sexual behavior more typical of British attitudes than colonial ones in places like New England?

13. How did white men explain their sexual behavior in the Caribbean?

14. Why were white women not eroticized in their fantasies?

15. What happened to slave women who resisted white males’ sexual advances?
