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Literacy Studies Working Group 

and Literacy Studies @ OSU 

May/June 2006
Looking Back 
The Literacy Studies Working Group and Literacy Studies @ OSU formed in 2004.  We began by meeting and organizing activities in an effort to initiate a campus-wide conversation, or set of conversations, about literacy. From the beginning, across the mammoth OSU campus, we found an unanticipated degree of welcome, interest, support, and participation. The time and the place were right for an initiative to promote interdisciplinary, critical, and comparative perspectives and approaches to exploring literacy. 

2004-2005

In 2004-2005, the Literacy Studies Working Group sponsored six public programs, along with a variety of more informal and occasional activities and events, with the help and support of the Institute for Collaborative Research and Public Humanities, the College of Humanities, the Arts and Sciences Colleges, and the Department of English:  

· Oct. 28, 2004 Literacy Studies at OSU: beyond "crisis;" beyond "many literacies": A new initiative, with presentations by Marcia Farr (Education), Kay Bea Jones (Architecture), Beverly Moss (English); moderated by Harvey Graff.
· Dec. 2, 2004 Dimensions of Literacy at OSU featuring Steve Acker (TELR), Steve Pentak (Art), Steve Rissing (Biology), Mindy Wright (Writing Workshop); moderated by Graff.

· Feb. 3, 2005 Health Literacies, with Edith Kang (Dentistry), Steven Reiss (Nisonger Center), Bonnie Garvin (Nursing, Public Health), Amy Pope-Harman (Medical School); moderated by Amy Shuman.

· Mar. 4, 2005 Co-Sponsor “Next Ground” with William Moorish, University of Virginia.

· Apr. 7, 2005 Visual Literacies across the Disciplines: Han-Wei Shen (Computer Science and Engineering); Blaine Lilly, (Design and Manufacturing), Carolina Gill (Design); moderated by Terry Barrett (Art).
· May 17, 2005 Mike Rose, UCLA; The Mind at Work: The Intelligence of American Workers.

In addition, we consolidated and organized the specific interests of participants at meetings and programs into reading and discussion groups: 

Domains of Literacy/Literacy and Learning
Economics of Literacy
Evolution of Literacy
History of the Book

Literacy Processes and Research Methodologies
Literacy Studies @ OSU and the Literacy Studies Working Group had an extraordinary first year. In many ways, Mike Rose’s very successful visit in May 2005 capped our experience. During the summer of 2005, Literacy Studies was recognized as a university-wide interest.
2005-2006

For our second year, we sought to maintain that level of interest and participation through more focused programs, a roster of smaller discussion and reading groups organized along topical lines, presentations from other Ohio-based literacy scholars, and an interdisciplinary campus-wide graduate student seminar.  We invited everyone who participated the first year to return with heightened commitment and expectations. We also invited other interested people to join and add to our explorations.

October 14, 2005
In anticipation of Morris Young’s upcoming talk “Literacy and Transformation,” the Literacy Studies Reading/Discussion Group read and discussed selected of his articles.  Moderated by Susan Hanson.
October 25, 2005
Launched Ohio Researchers Series, a series of programs and lectures featuring literacy scholars from other institutions in Ohio to speak at OSU, with Morris Young, Associate Professor of English, Miami University (Ohio): Literacy and Transformation: The Consequences of Conversion for Henry Obookiah and Contemporary Hawai’i.
November 10, 2005
Design(ing) Literacy and Learning: Spatial and Kinetic Domains with Steve Acker (TELR/Communication), Henry Fields (Dentistry/Orthodontics), Carol Gill (Art/Design), Blaine Lilly (Engineering), and Paul Nini (Art/Design). Organized by Steve Acker.
November 10, 2005
Exterminating Literacy with Ray McDermott, Stanford University.  Co-sponsored by the Literacy Studies Working Group, with the Martha King Center on Language and Literacies, the School of Policy and Leadership, and the School of Teaching and Learning.
November 18, 2005
Literacy Studies Working Group Reading & Discussion Group met in anticipation of Michael Frisch’s visit met to discuss "Oral History and the Digital Revolution: Toward a Post-Documentary Sensibility" forthcoming in The Oral History Reader (eds. Robert Perks and Alistair Thompson, Second Edition, London: Routledge. 2006). Moderated by Susan Hanson.
January 12, 2006
Literacies and Social Action, organized and moderated by Mollie Blackburn (Teaching and Learning), featured: David Bloome (Language, Literacy & Culture), “Literacy as Social Action: Race and Language in a Seventh Grade Language Arts Poetry Lesson”; Brenda Brueggemann (English), “Enabling Literacy: Disability Rights and Writes”; Caroline Clark (Language, Literacy & Culture) “Literacy and Identity Beyond the Classroom: High School Students Engaged in Community-Based Inquiry”; Amy Zaharlick (Anthropology), “Literacy Development in an American Indian Education Program: Difficulties and Constraints.”
January 13, 2006
Oral History and the Digital Revolution with Michael Frisch, Professor of History and Principal, The Randforce Associates, State University of New York at Buffalo
Coffee and Conversation with MICHAEL FRISCH, for Graduate Students
March 3, 2006

In anticipation of John Murray’s visit, The Literacy Studies Working Group Reading & Discussion Group met to discuss several of his articles. Moderated by Susan Hanson.

March 7, 2006
Performance Literacy: When do "hearing" and "seeing" result in "experiencing? Organized and moderated by Edward Adelson, Colleges of the Arts and Sciences and Professor of Music, featured  Graeme Boone (Music), Sheila Marion (Dance), and Jan Radzynski (Music)
April 13, 2006
The Role of Parents in Literacy Acquisition: Historical Evidence, An Ohio-based Literacy Researchers lecture series event, featuring John E. Murray, Department of Economics, University of Toledo.  Rescheduled for Sept. 28, 2006.
May 10, 2006
One Nation Divisible with Michael B. Katz, Walter H. Annenberg Professor of History and Research Associate in the Population Studies Center, University of Pennsylvania. Co-sponsored by the Institute for Collaborative Research and Public Humanities, Department of Sociology, and Department of History.
May 11, 2006
Vision, Language, and Learning: Why Literacy Depends on Much More Than We an Ever Teach with Shirley Brice Heath, Professor at Large, Brown University, Departments of Education and Anthropology, Watson Institute for International Studies and Professor Emerita, Stanford University.

May 11, 2006
Graduate Workshop in Department of English with Shirley Brice Heath
May 12, 2006
Coffee and Conversation with Shirley Brice Heath for Graduate Students
Luncheon with Shirley Brice Heath for Department of English Rhetoric, Composition, and Literacy faculty and staff

History of the Book Reading Group
Moderated by Cynthia Brokaw, Department of History
Oct . 14  planning meeting

November 18: Robert Darnton presents the George Havens Lecture in the Department of French and Italian,: "Mlle. Bonafon and the Private Life of Louix XV: Communication Circuits in Eighteenth-Century Paris" 

December 2  Richard Torrance (East Asian Languages and Literatures) presentation on his work on literacy and modern literature in late nineteenth- and twentieth-century Japan. (All read two of his articles: "Literacy and Modern Literature in the Izumo Region, 1880-1930" and "Literacy and Literature in Osaka, 1890-1940") 

January 27 discuss seminal writings in the field by Robert Darnton, Roger Chartier, and William St Clair (led by David Brewer, English)

February 24 Alan Farmer (English) led discussion on his recent controversial research (in collaboration with Zachary Lesser) on the popularity of playbooks in Renaissance England.

[Alan B. Farmer and Zachary Lesser, "The Popularity of Playbooks Revisited," Shakespeare Quarterly 56 (2005): 1-32.; Peter W. M. Blayney, "The Alleged Popularity of Playbooks," Shakespeare Quarterly 56 (2005): 33-50; Alan B. Farmer and Zachary Lesser, "Structures of Popularity in the Early Modern Book Trade," Shakespeare Quarterly 56 (2005): 206-13]

March 31 Discussion of  Gabriel Zaid's So Many Books: Reading and Publishing in an Age of Abundance and Deborah Brandt's "Writing for a Living: Literacy and the Knowledge Economy," Written Communication, 22.2, April 2005: 166-197

April 28, Stephen Hall (History) presented  his work and led a discussion on “African Americans and Print Culture in Nineteenth-Century America.”

(Reading:  Ronald J. Zboray, "Antebellum Reading and the Ironies of Technological Innovation," in Cathy Davidson, ed.,  Reading in America: Literature and Social History [Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1989], pp. 180-200; Janet Dutisman Cornelius, When I Can Read My Title Clear: Literacy, Slavery and Religion in the Antebellum South [Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1991], introduction and Chapter 1; Peter Hinks, To Awaken My Afflicted Brethren: David Walker and the Problem of Antebellum Slave Resistance [State College: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1997], chapter 5; Elizabeth McHenry, Forgotten Readers: Recovering the Lost Literary History of African American Literary Societies (Durham: Duke University Press, 2002), “Introduction: In Search of Black Readers”; Stephen G. Hall, "To Render the Private Public: William Still and the Selling of the Underground Railroad," The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography 127 [January 2003]: 35-55;  Heather Andrea Williams, Self-Taught: African American Education in Slavery and Freedom [Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2005], Introduction and Chapter 1)

May 26 discussion of the following readings:1) Selections from Jerome McGann, The Textual Condition (1991). 2) D.F. McKenzie, "Bibliography and the Sociology of Texts" (1986). 3) G.T. Tanselle, "Textual Criticism and Literary Sociology," Studies in Bibliography 44 (1991): 83-143.

Graduate Student Interdisciplinary Seminar on Literacy Studies
Graduate students from two universities, ten colleges, and twenty-odd departmental disciplines have been meeting monthly since fall quarter 2005 to talk about literacy from a range of perspectives.  
October 14, 2005   At the Inaugural Meeting Victoria Clement, Ph.D. candidate in History, presented work from her dissertation entitled, “Re-Writing the ‘Nation’: Literacy in Modern Turkmenistan.”  A lunch of Turkish cuisine was served.

November 18, 2005   Sara Webb-Sunderhaus, Ph.D. candidate in English, discussed preliminary findings from her dissertation research, which consists of case studies of students enrolled in composition courses at two Appalachian colleges, and Matthew Curtis, Ph.D. student in Slavic Languages and Literature, led a discussion of an excerpt from Benedict Anderson Imagined Communities.
January 27, 2006   Susan Hanson, Ph.D. Candidate in English, presented an excerpt from her dissertation that looks at the ways subjects inscribe their identities on the suburban landscape and then led a discussion of "Literacies, Myths, and Legacies: Lessons from the History of Literacies" by Harvey J. Graff.
February 24, 2006   Matthew C Curtis, Ph.D. Student, Department of Slavic and East European Languages and Literatures, presented “Njegoš and Fishta: National Literary Epics & National Identity in Montenegro and Albania” and Rich Arnold Ph.D. Student, Department of Political Science, presented “Johann Herder and the Re-Enchantment of Nature.”
March 31, 2006   Daniel Seward, Doctoral Candidate in Rhetoric, Dept. of English, University of Texas at Austin, presented “Orality and Literacy in Early Modern England” and led a discussion of Walter Ong’s  Latin Language Study as a Renaissance Puberty Rite" (1959, 1971) and Ong's Orality and Literacy (1982).
April 28, 2006   Nineteenth-Century Women’s Literacy: Lindsay Dicuirci (English) presented “Nineteenth-Century Women’s Periodicals”; Kelly Bradbury (English), “Nineteenth-Century Lyceum Lecture Circuit, Women Reformers, & Literacy Studies”; and Kate White (English), “Women’s Reading Groups.”
May 19, 2006   Caitlin Ryan, Doctoral Student, School of Teaching and Learning, presented “Making Room for Queer Readings of Children's Literature in Elementary School Classrooms” and led a discussion of a selection from Shirley Brice Heath’s Ways with Words. 
Looking Forward 
A university council on literacy studies is now forming to promote cooperation and coordination at all levels. A proposal for a Graduate Interdisciplinary Specialization in Literacy Studies received preliminary approval. A proposal for an undergraduate minor that relates literacy to social action is in preparation. 
With these new programs, the range of exciting new courses and related opportunities for learning, discussion, and various activities will increase. The chance to develop more interdisciplinary courses relating, for example, to spatial, visual, scientific and technological, digital, and health literacies (as many designate them) is very exciting. 

In addition, watch for programs and discussions on language, writing, cross-cultural comparisons, and psychological perspectives in 2006-07. Looking ahead, priorities include: LSWG/Literacy Studies @ OSU website; exploring the possibility of launching an Institute for Literacy Studies; and Inter-university cooperation and collaboration across Ohio and neighboring states.
Word about our work here is spreading widely. It’s a great time for literacy studies at OSU!

.

Literacy Studies at OSU: A New Initiative
We are developing a Literacy Studies Working Group, with the aim of fostering a sense of collaboration among different disciplinary clusters and their constituents, from the social and natural sciences to the arts and humanities, education, medicine, and law. The Literacy Studies Working Group intends to foster a critical, cross-campus conversation and investigation into the nature of literacy, bringing historical, contextual, comparative, and critical perspectives and modes of understanding together to stimulate new institutional and intellectual relationships.
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The Literacy Studies Working Group is supported by The Institute for Collaborative Research and Public Humanities, College of Humanities, Department of English, and Arts and Science Colleges. 
If you would like to subscribe to the LSWG listserv, contact Susan Hanson at hanson.94@osu.edu
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