
English 110 Syllabus
Autumn 2001

Instructor: Catherine Braun (Katie)
Mailbox: 421 Denney Hall (my box is below my name)
E-mail: braun.43@osu.edu
Office: 461 Denney
Office Phone: 2-1696
Office Hours: TBA

…The horizon leans forward,
Offering you space to place new steps of change.
Here, on the pulse of this fine day
You may have the courage
To look up and out upon me, the
Rock, the River, the Tree, your country…
         --Maya Angelou, “On the Pulse of Morning”

Course Description:
English 110 is a course designed to help you become the best possible writer in a wide variety of
writing situations. In part we will accomplish this goal through a quarter-long exploration of
themes of discourse – personal, academic, and public. Although our focus in class will be on the
act of writing and you will be writing both informally and formally, you will also be reading and
discussing texts with an eye toward how writers craft language and ideas. In addition, you will
act as editors for your classmates through peer response.

Required Texts & Supplies:
 Writing Lives/Reading Communities. Eds. Halasek, Singleton, et al.
 The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing, 2nd Ed. Ramage and Bean.
 The Writer’s Companion.  Online at http://english.ohio-

state.edu/programs/fywp/Writers_Companion_Web/Writers_Companion_text.htm
 Writer’s Notebook – kept in a flexible folder that will allow you to insert and remove pages
 You will be required on several occasions to bring photocopies of your papers to class for

peer editing. Photocopying expenses are your responsibility. (There is free printing in most
labs around campus.)

Suggested Additional Sources:
 A dictionary
 A thesaurus

Course Requirements:
Formal Essays: You will write and revise three 4-5 page essays during the quarter.  For each of
these essays, you will have the opportunity to write and revise two preliminary drafts with help
from me and a peer group in the class. Each draft you turn in should be typed.

Writer’s Notebook: A collection of your informal writing this quarter, which will consist of
several elements, including homework preparations, in-class writings, and responses to readings.
Each class session you will add to your writer’s notebook in some way.
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Final Essay: You will write a 2 page, typed essay at the end of the quarter about your
development as a writer.

Readings: Learning to become better readers can help us grow as writers. Thus, you will have
reading assignments throughout the quarter from The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing and
Writing Lives/Reading Communities. You will respond to these writings in class and small group
discussions and individually in your Writer’s Notebook.

Participation: Your participation in this class is extremely important to both the success of the
course and your performance in it. “Participation” is more than simply occupying a seat in the
classroom. It involves coming to class prepared, asking questions, offering comments during
class discussions, completing evaluations, and actively taking part in class writing activities,
group activities, and peer editing.

Evaluation:
Your final grade in English 110 will consist of the following elements:

Essay One 25% Writer’s Notebook 5%
Essay Two 25% Participation 5%
Essay Three 25% Peer Response 5%
Final Essay 10%

Class Policies:
Attendance: Attendance is a vital part of this course, important to the success of the class and
your development as a writer. You are expected to be here on time and to be prepared for each
class. Excessive absences are unacceptable. For each unexcused absence beyond one (1), your
final grade will be lowered by one-third of a letter grade. Two tardies equals one absence. In
addition, it is department policy that if you accumulate a total of five or more unexcused
absences you will receive an "E" for the course. If you miss a deadline, you are responsible for
contacting me as early as is reasonable to make arrangements to turn in the work you have
missed. If the absence is excused, your grade will not be affected. The following situations, when
accompanied by documentation, will be excused: illness, family tragedy, religious observance,
travel for intercollegiate athletics.

Conferences: You are required to attend one individual conference during the first few weeks of
the quarter, and you are always welcome to conference with me at any time during the quarter.
Peer review groups will also meet three times, once for each paper. Attendance is mandatory at
these meetings, and the attendance policy stated above will apply.

Late work: I expect you to hand in your papers on time, at the beginning of class. Late
assignments will be lowered by one letter grade for each day past the due date, unless you have a
legitimate and documented excuse and contact me in a timely fashion. Late drafts will result in a
penalty to the final essay grade. I will not accept papers via email.
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Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the unauthorized use of the words or ideas of another person. It is a
serious academic offense and is described in detail in The Writer’s Companion on-line. Please
read this information carefully, and remember that at no point in the writing process should
words or ideas that are not your own be represented as such (this applies to preliminary paper
drafts and writer’s notebook entries, as well as to final drafts of papers). University policy
requires that all suspected cases of academic misconduct, including plagiarism, be submitted to
the Committee on Academic Misconduct (COAM) for review. Any work you submit for credit
must be original and must be your own. If you have any concerns or questions regarding
unethical behaviors or practices, please see me.

Resources (more information is available in The Writer’s Companion online):

 I am available during my office hours to discuss your writing and/or the course, so please
feel free to stop by. If you have a conflict during my office hours, I am available to set up
individual conferences at a mutually convenient time. You can also email me with questions
and/or concerns.

 The Ombud serves as an intermediary who helps resolve conflicts between students and
instructors. You may contact the Ombud at any time with your concerns or questions. The
Ombud for this year is Matt Cariello, cariello.1@osu.edu, phone, 533 Denney Hall. His
office hours are 10 am – 2 pm Monday through Thursday.

 The OSU Writing Center is available to provide free, professional writing tutoring and
consultation. You may set up an appointment by calling 688-5865 or by dropping by the
center at 485 Mendenhall Laboratories. If you are interested in on-line writing advice, visit
the OWL (On-Line Writing Lab) at www.cstw.ohio-state.edu.

 The Office for Disability Services, located in 150 Pomerene Hall, offers services for students
with documented disabilities. Contact the ODS at 2-3307.
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Daily Schedule:
NOTE: Scheduled activities and readings are subject to change at any time. All readings are
listed on the day they will be discussed.

Abbreviations:
ABGW = Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing
WL = Writing Lives/Reading Communities
WBR = “Writing Before Reading” (in WL)

Thursday 9/20: Intro. to Course & Policies
Essay 1 assigned

Tuesday 9/25: Intro. to Unit I, Personal Discourse
WL: Intro to book; Intro to Unit I, p. 1; Auster, 13-20
ABGW: Ch. 1, 1-15; Ch. 7, 138-146, 150-154
Notebook entry: Defining “discourse community” worksheet
Bring a list of 3 possible topics for Essay 1

Individual (required) conferences to discuss Essay 1 will be held over the next few days.

Thursday 9/27: Culture & Identity
WL: Earley, 51-56; Gomez, 67-70
ABGW: Ch. 2, 20-35; Ch. 16, 398-423
Notebook entry: WL, 55, Exploration #1 (100-150 words)

Tuesday 10/2: Thinking Rhetorically
WL: Newman, 135-144
ABGW: Ch. 4, 52-72; 14, 332-345
Notebook entry: WL, 144, Exploration #3 (100-150 words)

Thursday 10/4: Seeing Rhetorically
WL: Eighner, 57-66
ABGW: Ch. 5, 78-86, 91-92
Essay 1, 1st draft (bring enough copies for instructor & each member of
peer group)

Tuesday 10/9: Peer Review
Meet with peer groups instead of regularly-scheduled class
Bring peer drafts with comments and response sheets

Thursday 10/11: The Writing Process
WL: Rodriguez, 155-162
ABGW: Ch. 3, 38-50; Handbook 1, 473-477
Notebook entry: WL, 162, Exploration #3 (100-150 words)
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Tuesday 10/16: Intro. to Unit II, Academic Discourse
Essay 2 assigned
WL: Douglass, 45-50; Unit II Intro, 181; Hughes, 293-96
ABGW: Ch. 8, 164-67; Ch. 9, 190-94
Essay 1, 2nd draft

Thursday 10/18: Classical Arguments
ABGW: Ch 11 234-265
Notebook: Thinking Critically About “Death & Justice,” ABGW, 261

Tuesday 10/23: Closed-form Prose
WL: Edmundsen, 225-236
ABGW: Ch 15, 352-365
Notebook entry: WL, 236, Exploration #3 (100-150 words)

Thursday 10/25: Form & Style
WL: Stern, 373-377; Freire, 237-246
ABGW: Ch 15, 365-381
Essay 2, 1st draft (bring enough copies for instructor & each member of
peer group)

Tuesday 10/30: Peer Review
Meet with peer groups instead of regularly-scheduled class
Bring peer drafts with comments and response sheets

Thursday 11/1: Literacy
WL: Hirsch, 267-282
ABGW: Ch 15, 381-397
Notebook entry: WL, 282, Formal Writing Assignments #1 (100-150 wds)
Last day to turn in Essay 1, 3rd draft

Tuesday 11/6: Intro. to Unit III, Public Discourse
Essay 3 assigned
WL: Intro to Unit III, 379; Hine, 517-524
ABGW: Ch. 10, 211-230
Notebook entry: WL, 379, Exploration
Essay 2, 2nd draft

Thursday 11/8: Technology & Communication
WL: Bazerman, 391-395; Samuelson, 589-591
ABGW: Ch. 12, 288-295
Notebook entry: WL, 589, WBR (choose one)
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Tuesday 11/13: Reading Rhetorically
WL: Scholes, 593-597
ABGW: Ch. 6, 96-119, 134-136
Notebook entry: WL, 596, Exploration #3 (100-150)

Thursday 11/15: Evaluation Arguments
WL: Giroux, 479-497
ABGW: Ch. 12, 278-288
Essay 3, 1st draft (bring enough copies for instructor & each member of
peer group)

Tuesday 11/20: Peer Review
Meet with peer groups instead of regularly-scheduled class
Bring peer drafts with comments and response sheets

Thursday 11/22: Thanksgiving holiday, No Class

Tuesday 11/27: Scientific Discourse
WL: Herschberger, 509-516
Non-discursive course evaluations
Writer’s Notebooks due
Essay 3, 2nd draft

Thursday 11/29: Identity Revisited
WL: Turkle, 617-624
Last day to turn in Essay 2, 3rd draft
Discuss final paper assignment
Discursive course evaluations

Tuesday 12/4: Final Essays and 3rd draft of Essay 3 due no later than 3pm
in Denney 421 in my mailbox

NOTE: Please pick up all work as soon as possible after the quarter. I will hold all unclaimed
materials until the end of Spring 2002. There are two ways you can get your work back after the
quarter:

 Provide me with a self-addressed stamped envelope and I will mail your work to you. Make
sure you provide a large enough envelope and attach enough postage.

 Stop by during my office hours next quarter. They will probably be different than this
quarter, so email me to find out when I will be in my office.


