Winter 2008

Comparative Studies 398

Approaches to Comparative Studies

TR 11:30am-1:18pm

Central Classroom 211

Dr. Nina Berman
This course, primarily designed for Comparative Studies majors, introduces students to theoretical tools, methods of investigation, and key concepts that are integral to research and scholarship in Comparative Studies. We will investigate comparative and interdisciplinary approaches relevant to the interpretation of culture, and pay attention to questions distinct to the major’s particular areas of concentration (comparative cultural studies, religious studies; comparative literature; folklore; science studies). 

We will read theoretical texts from various fields and explore three different case studies: a historical moment, a literary text, and a discourse. Each unit will pay attention to key concepts, such as knowledge, power, modernity, empire, nation-state, race, gender, sexuality, memory, and ideology.

I. Week 1-4: Europe, ca. 1913

The first unit explores a specific historical moment in a distinct geographical location. “Ca. 1913” will serve as a case study to examine the connections between politics, the economy, science, and cultural representations. The theoretical part focuses on defining “culture” and on the role of interpretation for understanding culture. We will read texts by Ibn Khaldun, Raymond Williams, Clifford Geertz, Max Weber, Rosa Luxemburg, Pierre Bourdieu, and Walter Benjamin.

II. Week 5-7: Hugo von Hofmannsthal, “The Tale of the 672. Night”

This unit raises questions regarding the interpretation of literary texts (and cultural artifacts in general). We will explore the significance of the historical, political, economic, and larger cultural context for Hofmannsthal’s narrative. The theoretical part includes readings by Clifford Geertz, Michel Foucault, Sigmund Freud, Maurice Halbwachs, Julia Kristeva, and Elizabeth Bronfen. 

III. Week 8-10: Michael Adas, Machines as the Measure of Men

Michael Adas’s study provides a model for the exploration of diachronic and synchronic analyses of discourses. Additional readings by Michel Foucault, Tom Lutz, Marianna  Torgovnick, and Victor Li shed light on concepts such as discourse, ideology, and power.

A reader and the following books will be available at SBX:
Rosa Luxemburg, Accumulation of Capital  (paperback); Publisher: Routledge; ISBN-10: 0415304458
Hugo von Hofmannsthal , Selected Tales (paperback), trans. J. M. Q. Davies; Publisher: Angel Books;  ISBN-10: 0946162743

Michael Adas, Machines as the Measure of Men (paperback); Publisher: Cornell University Press; ISBN-10: 0801497604

Grades
participation and preparation (20%); more than two unexcused absences will affect your grade

4 bi-weekly reaction papers (20 %): questions will be distributed in class, asking you to respond to specific aspects of the readings; the papers should be 250-500 words in length, double-spaced, 12-point font

term paper (60 %): The term papers should be designed as case studies following the model of the course (i.e. discuss aspects of a specific historical moment, a literary text/film, or a discourse), and draw on theoretical material discussed in class. 

––> a 200-word abstract (5%) is due on February 12; the abstract should have a tentative title; outline your topic; articulate the central questions you plan to address; and contain a statement about the kind of primary and secondary material you plan to use and research

––>  an annotated bibliography (15%), due March 4; in addition to the primary material the bibliography should contain 10 to 15 secondary sources and be annotated; that is, the relevance of the book/article for your term paper should be explained in two to four sentences.

––> length of paper: 8-10 pages, double-spaced, 12-point font

––>is due on Monday, March 10, 4 pm, in my mailbox, Comparative Studies, 451 Hagerty Hall. No electronic submissions.
All students are responsible for reading, understanding, and following university rules regarding cheating and plagiarism, which will be strictly enforced (see Faculty Rule 3335-31-02 on Academic Misconduct in the Ohio State University Student Handbook).

Any students who feel that they may be academically disadvantaged due to the impact of a documented disability should contact the instructor(s) and the Office of Disability Services in Room 150 Pomerene Hall (292-3307) to arrange accommodations.
I reserve the right to change the syllabus if necessary.

Weekly Schedule

I. Week 1-4: Europe, ca. 1913

The first unit explores a specific historical moment in a distinct geographical location. “Ca. 1913” will serve as a case study to examine the connections between politics, the economy, science, and cultural representations. The theoretical part focuses on defining “culture” and on the role of interpretation for understanding culture. We will read texts by Ibn Khaldun, Raymond Williams, Clifford Geertz, Max Weber, Rosa Luxemburg, Pierre Bourdieu, and Walter Benjamin.

Week One

Thursday, January 3

Introduction

Homework for Tuesday: Ibn Khaldun, Muqaddima; Raymond Williams, The Sociology of Culture
Week Two

Tuesday, January 8
Discussion: Ibn Khaldun, Muqaddima; Raymond Williams, The Sociology of Culture
Homework for Thursday: Clifford Geertz, “Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory of Culture”; review Raymond Williams, The Sociology of Culture
Thursday, January 10

Discussion: Clifford Geertz, “Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory of Culture”; Raymond Williams, The Sociology of Culture
Homework for Tuesday: Max Weber, Economy and Society: An Outline of Interpretive Sociology; questions for first reaction paper will be distributed

Week Three

Tuesday, January 15

first reaction paper due

Discussion: Max Weber, Economy and Society: An Outline of Interpretive Sociology
Homework for Thursday: Pierre Bourdieu, “The economics of linguistic exchanges” 
Thursday, January 17

Discussion: Pierre Bourdieu, “The economics of linguistic exchanges”

Homework for Tuesday: Rosa Luxemburg, Accumulation of Capital 

Week Four

Tuesday, January 22

Discussion: Rosa Luxemburg, Accumulation of Capital
Homework for Thursday: Walter Benjamin, “On the Theory of Knowledge, Theory of Progress,” The Arcades Project
Thursday, January 24

Discussion: Walter Benjamin, “On the Theory of Knowledge, Theory of Progress,” The Arcades Project
Homework for Tuesday: Hugo von Hofmannsthal, The Tale of the 672. Night
questions for second reaction paper will be distributed

II. Week 5-7: Hugo von Hofmannsthal, “The Tale of the 672. Night”

This unit raises questions regarding the interpretation of literary texts (and cultural artifacts in general). We will explore the significance of the historical, political, economic, and larger cultural context for Hofmannsthal’s narrative. The theoretical part includes readings by Clifford Geertz, Michel Foucault, Sigmund Freud, Maurice Halbwachs, Julia Kristeva, and Elizabeth Bronfen.

Week Five

Tuesday, January 29

second reaction paper due

Discussion: Hugo von Hofmannsthal, The Tale of the 672. Night
Homework for Thursday: Clifford Geertz, “Art as a Cultural System”; Roland Barthes, “The Death of the Author”; Michel Foucault, “What is an Author?”
Thursday, January 31

Discussion: Clifford Geertz, “Art as a Cultural System”;  Roland Barthes, “The Death of the Author”; Michel Foucault, “What is an Author?”

Homework for Tuesday: Sigmund Freud, “The Occurrence in Dreams of Material from Fairy Tales”; “The Uncanny”; “Mourning and Melancholia”; “‘Civilized’ Sexual Morality and Modern Nervous Illness”; “On Narcissism”
Week Six

Tuesday, February 5

Discussion: Sigmund Freud, “The Occurrence in Dreams of Material from Fairy Tales”; “The Uncanny”; “Mourning and Melancholia”; “‘Civilized’ Sexual Morality and Modern Nervous Illness”; “On Narcissism”

Homework for Thursday: Maurice Halbwachs, On Collective Memory
Thursday, February 7

Discussion: Maurice Halbwachs, On Collective Memory
Homework for Tuesday: Julia Kristeva, “Narcissus: The New Insanity”; 200-word abstract for term paper; questions for third reaction paper will be distributed
Week Seven

Tuesday, February 12

abstract for term paper due
third reaction paper due
Discussion: Julia Kristeva, “Narcissus: The New Insanity,” Tales of Love

Homework for Thursday: Elizabeth Bronfen, Over Her Dead Body: Death, femininity and the aesthetic
Thursday, February 14

Discussion: Elizabeth Bronfen, Over Her Dead Body: Death, femininity and the aesthetic
Homework for Tuesday: Michael Adas, Machines as the Measure of Men

III. Week 8-10: Michael Adas, Machines as the Measure of Men

Michael Adas’s study provides a model for the exploration of diachronic and synchronic analyses of discourses. Additional readings by Michel Foucault, Tom Lutz, Marianna  Torgovnick, and Victor Li shed light on concepts such as discourse, ideology, and power.

Week Eight

Tuesday, February 19

Discussion: Michael Adas, Machines as the Measure of Men
Homework for Thursday: Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality
Thursday, February 21

Discussion: Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality
Homework for Tuesday: Tom Lutz, American Nervousness, 1903: An Anecdotal History
questions for fourth reaction paper will be distributed

Week Nine

Tuesday, February 26

fourth reaction paper due
Discussion: Tom Lutz, American Nervousness, 1903: An Anecdotal History
Homework for Thursday: Marianna  Torgovnick, Gone Primitive: Savage Intellects, Modern Lives
Thursday, February 28

Discussion: Marianna  Torgovnick, Gone Primitive: Savage Intellects, Modern Lives
Homework for Tuesday: Victor Li, “What’s in a Name? Questioning ‘Globalization’”

Finalize annotated bibliography

Week Ten

Tuesday, March 4

Annotated bibliography due
Discussion: Victor Li, “What’s in a Name? Questioning ‘Globalization’”

Homework for Thursday: prepare for final discussion
Thursday, March 6

Discussion: final discussion

The final paper is due on Monday, March 10, 4 pm, in my mailbox, Comparative Studies, 451 Hagerty Hall. No electronic submissions.

Contents of Reader

Ibn Khaldun, Muqaddima
Raymond Williams, The Sociology of Culture
Clifford Geertz, “Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory of Culture”
Max Weber, Economy and Society: An Outline of Interpretive Sociology
Pierre Bourdieu, “The economics of linguistic exchanges” 

Walter Benjamin, “On the Theory of Knowledge, Theory of Progress,” The Arcades Project 

Clifford Geertz, “Art as a Cultural System” 

Roland Barthes, “The Death of the Author”

Michel Foucault, “What is an Author?” 

Sigmund Freud, “The Occurrence in Dreams of Material from Fairy Tales”

---. “The Uncanny”

---. “Mourning and Melancholia”

---. “‘Civilized’ Sexual Morality and Modern Nervous Illness”

---. “On Narcissism”

Maurice Halbwachs, On Collective Memory
Julia Kristeva, “Narcissus: The New Insanity,”  in Tales of Love
Elizabeth Bronfen, Over Her Dead Body: Death, femininity and the aesthetic
Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality

Tom Lutz, American Nervousness, 1903: An Anecdotal History

Marianna  Torgovnick, Gone Primitive: Savage Intellects, Modern Lives

Victor Li, “What’s in a Name? Questioning ‘Globalization’”

