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This proseminar examines the complex and at times invisible relations between concepts of sexuality, masculinity, and femininity in major works of German literature from eighteenth century to the present. We will go beyond a superficial concern with gender relations and will include some recent theorizations of sexuality (Foucault, Butler, Theweleit, Bovenschen, Connell), as well as some historical material that informs different positions and periods (Freud, Jung, Kraft-Ebbing, Reich). Examining a number of works from Lessing to Christa Wolf, we will look at the cultural and historical conditions and at the changing and conflicting representations of sexuality, masculinity, and femininity from the eighteenth century to the present. Students can suggest and/or choose for their papers additional works and films.

 

A number of themes will surface to guide us in exploring the texts such as representations of gender roles; gender conflicts;  valuations of the body; concepts of body, soul, and mind; cultural taboos; homo-eroticism and homophobia; societal norms and legal constraints; and  masculinity/femininity politics.

 

Participants will be expected to show thorough familiarity with the assigned material through active involvement in discussion. Students will give one short presentation, prepare a paper proposal of 1‑2 pages, and write a proseminar paper of ca. 12 pages.

 

REQUIRED TEXTS

Lessing, Minna von Barnhelm
Goethe, Goetz von Berlichingen

Lenz, Der Hofmeister
Eichendorff, Das Marmorbild
Wedekind, Frühlings Erwachen
Mann, Der Tod in Venedig
Döblin, Berlin Alexanderplatz
Jahnn, Medea
Wolf, Medea. Stimmen



