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AUTUMN 2004

Professor Becker-Cantarino

  In this course we will read and discuss

important literary and cultural texts of

German Romanticism and Classicism
and examine the complex gender
discourse in these works.

  We will study gender relations, 

negotiations, and identity and such

concepts as gender dichotomy, gender

norms, sexuality, masculinity, femininity,

love, friendship, marriage, homo-

eroticism, masquerade, and androgyny

in major works of German literature.

  We will go beyond a superficial concern with gender relations and will include some recent theorizations of gender and sexuality (Foucault, Butler, Theweleit, I. Stephan, Luhmann), as well as some historical and cultural material that informs different positions in our period (Honegger, Wunder, R. Habermas). Examining a small number of works closely, we will look at the cultural and historical conditions and at the changing and conflicting representations of gender in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century. Students can suggest and/or choose additional works from that period for their papers.



Texts:

F. Schlegel, Lucinde

Novalis, Heinrich von Ofterdingen

Goethe, Die Wahlverwandschaften

Dorothea Veit, Florentin

E.T.A. Hoffmann, Der Sandmann

Bretano, Godwi
Requirements:
2 short oral reports (30%); 

active class participation [based on preparation and discussion] (30%); 

proseminar paper (40%)


http://germanic.osu.edu

